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Lectuas 
Musce ns Nyne- 


Gentlemen, 

THE imaginary objects which are occa- 
sionally seen floating before the eyes are 
called musce volitantes; they are often the 
precursors of serious amaurotic affec- 
tion, or they may take place from some 
slighter derangement of the retina, which 
is symptomatic only, and does not fore- 
bode any injurious consequences to vision. 

persons are troubled with appear- 
ances of this kind for many years without 
producing any other inconvenience, the 
tight remaining perfect in all other re- 
—— and it is difficult, or even impos- 
ble to remove them. 

The forms, which these objects assume, 
are infinitely varied ; they sometimes ap- 
pear like spots or streaks, sometimes in 
Straight lines, sometimes waved, angu- 
lar, twisted, turned, and united in every 
possible way; they are sometimes de- 
scribed as bladders, or chains of minute 
vesicles, generally undulating ; often there 
is the appearance of an insect, as a spi- 
der, or the likeness of a spider's web, or 
et of net. As to their figure, num- 

, and colour, they are almost infinite. 
F tly there is a single dark spot, 
moving with the eye, and presenting be- 
fore any object that is looked at; there 
may be many such, as resem- 

No. 154.—Vol. X.] 


bling the blacks floating in the atmo- 
sphere of London: when they are nnme- 
rous they interfere with vision, and an- 
noy the patient greatly. They are usually 
in motion, appearing to descend when 
the eye is turned upwards, and vice versa, 
Often they are luminous and variously 
coloured, o1 like sparks. They are most 
distinctly seen in a strong light, as when 
the person is looxiig towards the sky ; 
they present themselves particularly 
when the organ is exerted, becoming 
more inconvenient as the exercise of vi- 
sion is continued, and compelling the 
patient to desist. Often one eye only is 
affected. 

The im 
whether 
sors of amaurosis, or whether they are 
symptomatic of a disturbance in the func- 
tion of some other part. 

If the motions of the iris be perfect, 
and if the patient can clearly distinguish 
minute objects, we may safely conclude 
that these musce volitantes are merely 
symptomatic ; but if with these there be 
other symptoms indicating the incipient 
state of an amaurotic affection, such as 
pain in the head and eye, a sluggish state 
of the iris, an alte condition of the 
pupil, with other symptoms before enu- 
merated, we must consider the musce 
volitantes as indicating the approach of 
amaurosis. Those which are shining or 
fiery are the most unfavourable. To re- 
move these, endeavour to improve the 
health of the individual by a course of 
mild alterative and aperient medicines: 
in some cases the nervous system gene-« 
rally is weakened; the patients are fee- 
ble and out of health from confinement, 
residence in bad air, and other debilitat- 
ing influences ; they will be benefited by 
tonics, with moderate stimuli, whethe: 
medical or dietetic, and by a change oi 
air from the crowded parts of town into 
the country. Persons who have under- 
gone distress of mind are subject to this 
affection, and they become very much 
alarmed about the state of vision itself; 
we find that change of air and scene, 
and an attention to the diet and alimen- 
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canal, is the best treatment for 
cases. However troublesome these 
musce volitantes may be, when pot at- 


tended with amaurotic symptoms, they 
are not to be eqnsidér@il 
v 


we do not usw suceeed in 
them, but they become less troublesome, 
and are hardly noticed except under par- 
ticular circumstances, or on occasions of 
bad health. In a paper “ on the-musee 
volitantes of nervous persons,” in the 
Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, vol. 5, 
there. are some cases. minutely detailed 
by the late Mr. Ware, and illustrating 
the symptoms, nature, and management 
the affection. In one of these cases 
the objects had been seen for 12, and in 
the other for 25 years, without any in- 


jury to sight. 
Hemeralopia and Nyctalopia. 
These are two states of vision which 


may be very properly distinguished 
the plain English names of night and Aa 


blindness, although they are more gene-| fi 


rally denoted by two hard words derived 
from the Greek, viz., Aemeralopia and 
nyctalopia; but in consequence of having 
adopted these learned terms, a great con- 
fasion bas arisen im their application, 
each word being nearly as often used to 
express one affection as the other. Hip- 
Pocrates uses the term hemeralopia to 
denote night blindness, and we may as 
well follow his example. 


Night Blindness, or Hemeralopia. 


Hemeralopia is that state of vision in | beyond 


ey a ponent can see very well during 
day, but imperfectly as twilight comes 
7 and when the affection is fully form- 
|, he loses his sight entirely at the ap- 
each of night, not being able to see a 
hted candle bronght «lose to the eye. 
In the commencement of the affection the 
on can see by moonlight, or when the 
is lighted by a candle, but as it pro- 
ceeds, he can see nothing after sun-set, 
in the morning vision returns. There 
i$ mo particular appearance in the eye ; 
and, of course, if a person can spe per- 
fectly daring the day, the organ can have 
undergone no important change ; hence 
we that the eye is qnite natural i 
re is a little i 


the. affection ds, the pupil mes 
rather dilated. It is said, that as the 

Jaint goes on, the retina 
‘ completely insensible. 


ir ability im the commencement, but as 


‘omes at 


day; and hence night blindness Is only 
found in those places and climates, where 
there is very powerful light, as between 
the tropics. In these regions the full 
a vertical an unclonded 
sky, and the powerful ion ot his 
rays from the sea, or from a sanily soil, 
produce an excitement of the retina to 
which we are wholly unaccustomed in our 
i although in some parts of En- 
rope analogous influences exist in a suffi- 
cient degree to canse the affection. The 
feeble light of night and twilight does not 
impress the retiva, after it has been so 
strongly excited in the day, sufficient! 
for perfect vision. ns often 
fer from this cause in the West Indies, 
and more particelarly those much ex- 
posed, as soldiers and sailors. The cases 
are lly numerous among the latter, 
and great numbers of a ship's crew often 


suffer. 

The prognosis of the affection is per- 
fectly favourable ; it may exist for weeks 
or months, and yet the organ may per- 
‘ectly recover, even if left to itsesf. 
There is a good description of this night 
blindness, or hemeralopia, in the fifth 
volume of the. Medico Chirurgicai Trans- 
actions, by Mr. Bampfield ; he states that 
he observed about three hundred cases 
within a very short time, and in all of 
these the complaint ended without any 
permanent injury to vision. 

When I said that hemeralopia was a 

int of hot climates, I did not mean 
to assert that it never occurs iv other 
situations. Under some peculiar circum- 
stances it happens in countries situated 
the tropics ; there is an account in 
one of the periodical works, of this affec- 
tion having prevailed extensively among 
some French t stationed in Belleisie, 
under a combination of local peculiarities, 
calculated to act powerfully on the re- 
tina, and at a season of the yeer favour- 
able to their influence. Im ali the cases 
which I have seen, the affection has cow 
menced in the East or West Incdies, and 
been brought to England. 

Ifthe complaint will run its course, and 
come to an end without injuring the or- 
gan, it cannot be necessary to — 
any active Bamptie 
had an opportunity of trying various pro- 
ceedings, and he says in his essay, thet 
what he ultimately found the most ad- 
vanta ,» was, in addition.to the use of 
aperient medicine, the application of biis- 
ters to the temples; he fownd that the 
blisters very much abridged the duration 


of the complaint. In the few instances 


‘ causes Of this affection seem to be, | which I have met with, I have adopted 


the exhaustion of the power of the retina 
by exposure to strong light daring the 


‘ 


same prectiee; with the addition, ia 
one 


or two instances, of previously taking 


ON NYCTALOPIA. 


The opposite 
blindness during the Gay, ts called nycta- 
lopia. There are many states of the or- 
gan in which vision is very imperfect, 
even to blindness, in the strong light of 
day, and mech better sight is enjoyed in 
twilight amd the dusk: bet IT have not 
seen such a state av an amaurotic affec- 
tion, or a condition of sight-opposite to 
the preeeding, dependent on disease of 
the retina or optic nerve. 

Jn central lencoma of the cornea, in 
i eipient opacity of the lens, in partial 
central opacity of the aa in con- 
tractions of the pupil, from prolapsns 
iridis or adhesion of the pupillery mar- 
gin, connected with either of the former 
cirenmstances, the patient will see best 
in a weak light, and find vision very im- 
perfect in a strong glare. The enlarge- 
ment of the pupil in the former, and its 
contraction in the latter state, sufficiently 
account for this difference. On the 
same ground, sight is mach improved in 
some of these circumstances by the ase of 
belladonna. In strumons ophthalmia the 
intolerance of light often amounts to 
blindness during they day; while the 
symptoms remit im the evening, when the 
eyes are ned and the patient sees 
well. The Albinos are nyctalopic ; the ab- 
sence of pigmentum nigrum renders them 
acutely and almost morbidly sensible to 
light; they are hardly able to open their 
eyes in a strong sunshine ; they contract 

ir brows, and k the palpebre al- 
most closed daring, the day, and when 
twilight comes they are able to see quite 
inctly. 

Such are the only states of the orgam in 
which nyctalopia is seen; and I never 
saw a casé im which it existed as an 
amaurotic symptom, at least never in that 

in which vision is perfect im the 
or twilight, and lost during 
ay. 

Thesé are all the particalar modifica- 
tions or forms of amaurosis with which 
it is necessary for you to be acquainted ; 
some others be enumerated, bur 
they fall under some of the heads al- 

considered. The Germew writers 
have adopted more numerous divisions of 
amanrosis than | have mentioned to you. 
Beer has entimerated foar penera, and 
undet each of them he has mentioned se- 


Veral species: if you wish to have a! 
Of you will find them | 


tty fally and quite satisfactorily ré- 
inthe last edition of Mr. Samuel , 
Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary. I bétieve 
that no practical advantage can be de- 
rived from these minute subdivisions ; 
and therefore I shall not pursue the sub- 
ject further. Beer, who has made so 
many distinctions in describing these af- 
fections, does not adopt a corresponding 
variety of treatment. , 

There is in some individuals an original 
defect of the power of distinguishing 
colours, and of jndging their relations to 
each other: there are even individuals 
who canvot distinguish colours at all. 
To some persons a finely coloured draw- 
ing appears like a drawing of Indian ink, 
the objects are clearly seen, and the light 
and shadow wnderstwod, bat the colours 
ave lost. Some persons can only see 
certain colours, and a case is mentioned 
in which am individeal could only dis- 
tinguish three, as red, yellow, and par- 
ple. Some are deficient in the percep- 
tion and distinction of a single colour ; 
unable, for example, to distinguish red 
and green. Such an individeal thought a 
piece of scarlet cloth of the same coloar 
with the grass or green table-cover on 
which it was placed: he purchased green 
cloth instead of red, to make a military 
auiform ; and he could at no time dis- 
tinguish between these two colours. 
Now this incapacity of distingui-hing 
colours is an original defect, and is com- 
monly found in many members of the 
same family, In the 7th vol. of the Me- 
dico Chirurgical Transactions, you will 
find the cases of some individuals record- 
ed, belonging to the same family. In all 
the: recorded instances, the organ has 
preserved its natural appearance ; and 
vision has been perfect in all other re- 
spects. It is the opinion of Drs. Gall and 
Spurzheim, that the defect is seated in 
the sensorium ; they conceive that the 
function of the eye is limited to the ob- 
serving or perceiving certain impressions 
upon the organ, but that the judging o 
these impressions, the power of under- 
standing the relations which the colours 
bear to each other, is the function of the 
sensorium; and they assign this fa- 
culty to a particular part of the brain. 
It is certain that an eye may be excellent 
for the geueral purposes of vision, and 
capable of distinguishing the minutest 
objects, and yet the individual may not 
be able to judge of colours. The latter 
power, with the accurate perception oi 
the harmony of colours, and their vations 
relations to each other, fs a higher endow- 
ment; indeed, only afew persons po-sess 
it eminently, Some may draw corréctly ; 
they may take a portrait very wett, at. 
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though, if they attempt to colour, they 
will spoil the outline which they before 
made. We even find that among the 
great painters, only a very few have at- 
tained the reputation of thoroughly an- 
derstanding the subject of colour, and 
have been able to reduce that knowledge 
to ice in their art. 

_. In the case of an original defect, and 
one probably seated in the organization 
of the brain, we can afford no remedy: 
indeed the matter is only mentioned now, 
that you may understand this case if an 
example should be brought before you. 


Strahismus or Squinting. 
I have mentioned to yon incidentally 
or squinting, in which one 
eye does not move in har with the 
other; the eye may be tu inwards 
or outwards, towards the nose or towards 
the temple, the one case being termed 
strabismus convergers, the other strabis- 
mus divergers. It is not always confined 
to one eye; but in some cases both are 
affected, the patient appearing sometimes 
to squint with the right eye, and at other 
times with the left. If the sound eye be 
covered, and the patient directed to look 
at any object, the squinting eye will move 
perly, and take a straight direction: 
t there are instances in which this cap- 
not be done. 


Causes.—It is known to be produced 
by irritation in the stomach, or in other 
parts of the alimentary canal; thus the 
presence of worms will often cause it: 
sometimes it appears as symptomatic of 
the irritation of teething. It occurs also 
in consequence of affections of the head, 
whether they be of a temporary kind, or 
connected with organic change, as hydro- 
cephalus, acute and chronic, tumonrs, 
and other changes of structure in the sen- 
sorium. Squinting occasionally attends 
the commencement of amaurosis, when it 
is seated in one eye; the disparity be- 
tween the two organs suddenly produced, 
seems to cause the want of harmony in 
their motions; it is accompanied with 
double vision. It goes off after a time, 
even although the cause be not removed. 

tain states of the cornea and lare 
capable of bringing it on; for instance, 
such corneal opacities as leave an access 
for light on one side only, will occasion 
the eye to be turned in the opposite di- 
rection, or towards the light ; a displace- 
ment of the pupil from accident or dis- 
at obstruction by opa- 

ns capsule 

similar effect. 


cannot be uniform. A close investigation, 
with a view to discover the cause, isa 
necessary preliminary to any other mea- 
sures; when this ie accomplished, the 
course of treatment will be obvious ; or 
we shall see, ; erhaps, that the defect 
cannot be remedied. In the temporary 
forms of strabismus, arising fiom momen. 
tary irritation in the sensorium, or ali- 
mentary canal, the treatment will of 
course turn upon the removal of the 
canse ; and when strabismus and donble 
vision occur in the commencement of 
amaurotic affection, we must endeavour, 
suitable measures, to remove that 
affection, The squinting which is pro- 
duced from change in the pupil and cor- 
nea, will hardly admit of relief. Then, 
again, we find ourselves frequently at a 
loss in that species of strabismus which 
occurs in children. As the affection often 
arises sympathetically from disorders si- 
tuated in the abdomen, we naturally try 
the effect in the first instance of an ac- 
tive purgative or two, followed by mild 
aperients, and combined with regulation 
of the diet. Failing to remove the stra- 
bismus in this way, we sometimes do 
good by tying up the sound eye for a short 
period during the day, so that the patient 
is obliged to exercise the squinting eye. 
We may do this at first for a quarter of an 
hour at atime, two or three times a day, 
and gradually lengthen the period of ex- 
ercise to an hour or more. We should 
of course attend at the same time to the 
stomach and bowels, the: diet, and the 
general management of the patient. It 
has sometimes happened, that the squint- 
ing eye has been cured by this course of 
the opposite has then 
become affected. 
Tumours and other changes in the 
neighbourhood may push and mechani- 
cally confine the globe in a wrong direc- 
tion; this is rather displacement than 
squinting. 
Near-sightedness, or Myopia. 
There are two defects of vision not de- 
ndent upon the state of the optic nerve, 
u the refractive sat of the 
eye. ey are produced by certain con- 
figurations of the transparent media, 
through which the light passes, and hap- 
pen in conformity to the general laws of 
optics. The rays of light are either col- 
lected too soon, brought together before 
they reach the bottom of the eye, render- 
ing the person myqic, or near-sighted, 
or they are not in the proper 
place, the focus in which they would 
meet being behind the situation of the 
optic nerye, thus rendering « person 
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‘presbyopic, or These kinds 
of sight are merely consequent upon 
some circumstances in the transparent 
media of the eye, which, in all other 
respects, is perfectly natural. Now the 

e, being in a great part of its fanc- 

ns a mechanical insirument, must be 
sob to mechanical laws; and we 
find, that a given configuration of the 
transparent media, a certain relation 
of them to each other, and their posi- 
tion at a determinate distance from the 
retina, are necessary to the formation 
of a distinct picture upon that nervous 
expansion. There is a certain distance 
from the eye which is called the point 
of distinct vision, at which we can see 
objects in all their details Degen 
clearness. Every eye, conside as an 
optical instrument, has its point of dis- 
tinct vision ; the latter, therefore, varies 
in different persons, and is generally 
different in the two eyes of the same in- 
dividual. Objects are not so distinctly 
seen, when moved nearer to, or further 
from, the eye than this point. In ordi- 
nary well-constructed eyes, the distance 
ranges from about 15 to 20 inches. 
It must be observed, however, that there 
are peculiarly strong eyes, which can see 
distinctly beyond these limits on either 
side. Persons who are obliged to hold 
objects much closer to the eye than the 
distance already mentioned, are called 
myopic, or near-sighted. 

An individual who is myopic, holds a 
book for reading, or any thing that he 
may wish to examine minutely, much 
nearer to the eye than others ; he cannot 
distinguish the countenances of perform- 
ers on the stage, nor the subject of pic- 
tures when placed a few feet above his 
head; he cannot read the inscriptions 
on doors and houses, nor recognise per- 
sons across the street; if he go into a 
large room, in which there are many per- 

he capnot readily distinguish those 
he knows. The cause of this, I have 
already said, is in the trans nt media 
of the eye; probably there is an original 
difference in the configuration, or in the 
density of these media, or in the condition 
of their surfaces. It may be a question 
whether this state of the eye depends 
npon the habits of the individual. I am 
inclined to think, that the habitual mode 
of employing the organ may have some 
influence. In persons of a literary and 
studious character, who employ their 
eyes much in reading, or writing, and in 
others who are constantly occupied on mi- 
nute objects near the eye, you may ob- 
serve that the sight is frequently myopic. 
remember once attending a vook-sale, 
at which 1 was struck by the number of 


persons wearing spectacles ; having count- 
ed them, I found there were twenty-three 
gentlemen in the room, and that twelve 
of the number had spectacles on. Mr. 
Ware took the trouble to inquire into 
this subject, and he consulted the sur- 
geons of the different regiments of Guards 
in and about London, at that time com- 
pains about 10,000 men; he was 
wformed that near-sightedness was al- 
most unknown amongst them; not six 
individuals tad been discharged, nor six 
recrnits rejected on this account in 20 
ears. He then made some comparative 
inquiries of the heads of colleges at Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, and found near- 
sightedness very prevalent in all those 
institutions. In one particular instance, 
where the society consisted of 127 mem- 
bers, thirty-two either wore spectacles or 
used hand-glasses. From these facts, 
together with the well known far-sight- 
eduess of sailors and country people, we 
may infer, that the habitual mode of em- 
ploying the eyes has decided influence in 
rendering them either myopic or presby- 
opic. Near-sightedness is not observed 
early in life ; you never see persons trying 
to use glasses until towards the age of 
fourteen, or from that to eighteen. The 
defect may exist previously without being 
noticed, xs such young subjects do not 
attend minutely to the state of their sight, 
or compare accurately their own vision 
with that of others. 

‘The only mode of remedying near- 
sightedness is the use of concave glasses ; 
the defect is caused by too great a refrac- 
tive power, and we must have recourse 
to artificial measures for jessening it. Our 
object is to enable the near-sighted tosee 
distant things; the defect under which. 
they lebonr, does not interfere with the 
vision of matters brought near to the eye; 
indeed, the near-sighted enjoyvery dis- 
tinct vision of near objects, and this cir- 
cumstance has given rise to the notion 
that the eyes are very strong. In order 
to select the proper glass, the person 
must try several, and choose that with 
which he can see a distant object most 
distinctly If this is accomplished with- 
out any sense of painful or uneasy exer- 
tion in the eye, the glass which will en- 
able him to do so is that which he should 
choose. He will probably find that with 
a glassrather more concave, for instance, 
of the next number to that which he has 
chosen, he can see still more clearly, but 
that after looking through it for a short 
time the eye feels strained and fatigned ; 
he should vot allow the slight advantage 
in point of vision to induce him to expose 
the eye to an influence that will be very 


injurious. From the use, under proper 
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Ptceautions, of such concave glasses as 
will rectify the error im the refractive 
power of the eye, the pear-sighted person 
peed not apprehend agy mjury te the eye; 
imdeed, the easy exercise vision with 
the requi-ite aid, seen.s to me less 
hartful than the straining and efforts to 
do withont it. As there seems to be some 
reason for conclading that the optical 
powers of the eye accommodate them- 
selves to the circumstances under which 
vision is habitually exercised, I should re- 
commend near- sighted persons not to wear 
spectacles constantly, bat only to use 
them on occasions when they more par- 
ticularly require such assistance. hen 
they have been worn for a considerable 
time, the person does not at first see so 
well on leaving them off as he did before ; 
bat this is only temporary. If spectacles, 
chosen in the manner I have described, be 
worn only occasionally, there is no fear of 
the eye becoming more near-sighted, so 
as gradually to require deeper glasses. I 
have used near-sighted spectacles fur 
twenty-five years, but my eyes are not 
more near-sighted than at first. 

The eye in the progress of age becomes 
presbyopic, and it might be supposed that 
this natural change in the organ would 
remedy the excess of refractive power in 
the near-sighted, and enable them to 
dispense with their concave glasses; but 
this is not the case, the near-sighted con- 
tinue so in old age. Neither is there 
ground for the notion that near-sight is 
strong sight. 

The opposite state of the eye is called 
presbyopia, or far-sightedness ; the former 
word being derived from wpecéus, an old 
man, because this state of the eye is ob- 
served in advancing age, and is most 
strongly marked in old persons. The 
eyes undergo certain changes in age, 
which have the effect of diminishing their 
refractive power, so that the rays of light 
are not brought into a focus soon enough ; 
the focus of such rays would be formed 
behind the retina: this is the opposite 
state to that which we have just been 
considering. Persons after fifty, and 
sometimes before that age, generally find 
that they cannot distinguish near objects 
so well as they have been accustomed 
te do. They find it difficult to read 
small print, or writing, to cut a pen or 
pencil, or to do any thing that requires 
aclear near sight. course you are 
— =o rays of light are more 

vergent the nearer the object is to the eye; 
and the further it may be, the more do 
they approach to the parallel direction ; 
consequently a greater refractive power 
is necessary in the former than in the lat- 
ter case. Far sighted persons can see 


by distant lock, they 


t read a common print held in their 
own hands, or see the on and hands 
of a watch is state of the organ 
must be remedied by the uge of a convex 
glass, which bringiug together the diver- 
gent rays proceeding from year objects, 
remedies the deficient refractive power of 
the eye. The glasses mast be chosen ander 
the same restrictions as | mentioned iv the 
former case ; they must enable the per- 
son to see withaut straining or fatiguing 
the organ, and should only be worn for 
reading, writing, or the examination of 
near objects. This being a defective state 
of vision depending upon age, it gredu- 
ally increases, and therefore requires a 
proportionate increase in the power of 
the glasses employed 
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Specific Catarrh, 


Ir now remains for me, Gentlemen, to 
notice two specific diseases of the mucons 
membrane of the air-passages; the one 
termed, from its almost universal prexa- 
lence at certain times, the influenza ; the 
other, the hooping cough or pertussis, I 
shall first speak 


Of the Influenza. 

When easterly winds prevail for a 
length of time, catarrh of the ordinary 
kind is apt to become epidemic, that is, 
to vail very generally, and with more 
or od severity im its symptoms. There 
is another form of catarrh of a peculiar 
nature, and which not only spreads wi 

atmospheric influence, but which 
also contagious; such, at least, appears 
to be the most general opinion on the 
subject, though its truth has been often 
questioned. This kind of catarrh is“well 
entitled to be called specific, if not con 
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The contagious 


ON THE HOOPING COUGH. ou 


bination of the symptoms 
fever, with those of ordinary catarrh — 
Like the former, it often makes its attack 
suddenly and with great violence ; com- 
mencing with severe rigors, followed by 
imereased heat, head-ach, prostration of 
and not unfrequently delirium 
also; while, like catarrh, there is sore- 
ness or pain in the chest, short dry cough, 
and frequent respiration, with red and 
watery eyes. The symptoms, altogether, 
resemble greatly those of the measles, but 
without the eruption en the skin which 

characterises that disease. 

This peealiar affection makés its ap- 
at different and encertain in- 
eat 
en 


ern 


ue of Russia, and spread gradually | the 


est and Seuth, over the whole of 
Europe. 

Tae question of its contagiousness, as 
I have just observed, has been a snbject 
of much dispate. If the aceount that 
used to be giver by the late Dr. Gregory 
of Edinburgh, im bis lectures, be correct, 
the question must be considered as de- 
cided: and 1 need not observe to you 
that his authority is of the most respect- 
able kind : it is as follows :— 

In the Datch war, about 40 or 50 years 
ago, Admiral Sir John Lockhart Ross 
commanded a fleet off the Duteh coast. 
A messenger arrived from England, where 
the influenza was raging, but the fleet at 
the time were perfectly healthy. In con- 
sequence of the orders the Admiral re- 
ceived, a signal was made fer a Lieute. 
nant from each of the ships to come on 
beard the Admiral's ship, to reeeive in- 
structions. Upon their return on board 
their respective is, they app to 
have carried with them the contagion that 
had been brought from England ; for in 
a few days, every ship in the fleet was 
affected throughout its whole crew almost. 
In one ship, ont of 50@ men, only 25 re- 
mained uninfected onthe second day. 
Nor was the expected approach of the 
enemy, who were daily in sight, eufficient 
te rouse the men to aetivity, though on 
other oceasions the sight of an enemy has 
often dispelidd disease. Many, indeed, 
were forward to offer their services, but 
were totally ineapable of exertion, and 
fainted away on the attempt. 

ious catarrh, or influenza, 


hot uafrequently fatal; parti 
larly to. the iafirm, those. previously 
subject to pulmonic inflammation. Jt 
quently also lays the foundation for 
ture phthisis, Wheu it destroys ufe iin- 
mediately, it generally is by inducing 
monic inflammation; but sometimes 
the violence of the brain affection that 
“The of the influenza ia 

treatment in la very 
similar to that of the measles, the state 
of the system in both being nearly -~ 
lar. Yon are not to practice indiscrimi- 
nately, by either bleeding every patient, 
or the coutrary, as many de, but accord- 
ing to eireamstances, The disease being 
specific, has a determined course ta run, 
whieh can rarely be prevented. If the 


Of the Hooping Cough. 

The hooping cough is an inflammrdtién 
of the mucéis fining thé tra. 
chea, immediately below thé laryox. This 
I have «scertditted by répeated disset- 
tion. The inflatmination, however, i¥ of 
a spécifié nature, and not 
liké commoh inflammation, hor is it cura- 
ble by the same remédies. 

The diséase very commonly, if not al- 
ways, sets out with the symptoms of 
idiopathic févér. There is cough, more 
or fess Violént, bit which is not at first 
distinguishable from a common ¢ough. 
After atime, however, it becomes peca- 
liar, thotigt probably not so in all cases. 
The patient bas long fits of coughing, by 
which he is nearly exhausted ; while the 
lungs ate emptied of air in a greater 
degree than usual. Then a violent inspi- 
ration succeeds, attended with a shrill 
sound (termed hooping), the effect of the 
velocity with which the air rushes in 
through the glottis. This is frequently 
followed by vomitiug. The long and re- 

ated coughing seems to be oceasioned 
y the difficulty of detaching the mucus 
secreted by the inflamed parts, and which 
is remarkably viscid and adhesive, as is 
seen in children, in whom it requires often 
to be detactied from the fauces by the 
nurse’s finger. These fits of conghing re- 
cur at different and uncertain intervats ; 
sometimes every haif hour ulmosf, at 
others not more, than three or four time 
in 24 hours. The iitermissions are free 


tagrous; for it differs exveedingly from | 
common catarth. It is, in fact, a com-| 
symptoms are mild, no medical treat- 
}ment (no drugs I mean) is required. If 
often trdeed very aceurately. In the}more severé, the common 
— 1775, it spread from Africa into} treatment is necéssary, proportioned to 
taly, and thence from country te coun- | the severity of the symptoms, the habit 
_— try over all Europe, taking the direction | of the patient, and thé stage of the dis- 
from Seuth to Nofth. In 1780, it was ease; bearing in mind, that inflammatien 
first observed in Museovy, of the Eastumm cither in the brain, or in the lungs, is i 
immediate source of dangér. | 
| 
ag 


from complaint, at least in the pure and 
unmixed cases of the disease; which 
shows that the lungs themselves are not 
essentially the seat of it. 
Hooping cough is not always as 
as I have now stated, but often gives rise 
to other affections, sach as hemorrhage, 
either from the nose or lungs, or both, 
and extravasation of blood in the ¢uniea 
conjunctiva. Sometimes the inflamma- 
tion extends to the larynx, and induces 
; at others, it descends to the lungs, 
pectin pain in the chest, and difhculty 
of breathing in greater or less degree, 
and which continues in the intervals of 
the cough. In very young childrea, the 
brain is apt to suffer by the frequent in- 
terruption to the return of blood from the 
head daring the fits of coughing. Con- 
vulsions then often take place ; and some- 
times hydrocephalus, or inflammation of 
the n or its membranes, ensues. It 
has often other remote consequences, lay- 
ing the foundation for tubercular con- 
sumption. 


' Progress.—The hooping congh, like 
most other ifie diseases, has a deter- 
mined course to ran, and which it follows 
in spite of all remedies. Its severity and 

tion are extremely various. In sim- 
ple and favourable caxes, it is two or three 
weeks in arriving at it» height, when it 
remains stationary for perhaps as long a 
oes and from this, it slowly and gra- 
wally declines, so as to continue for ten 
or twelve weeks altogether. There is, 
however, great latitude observed in all 
these points. Sometimes, when the dis- 
ease has apparently run its course, it is 
renewed again, upon accidentally tak- 
ing cold, and its duration in consequence 
greatly prolonged. Whether it preserves 
its specific character during this long 
course, and especially upon a relapse, 
seems to be not sufficiently ascertained. 
is.—Hooping cough is net dan- 
rous in itself, but often becomes so by 
Lringing on other diseases, the most un- 
favourable of which are croup, inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, and brain affections in 
infants. Hamorrhage, if not immode- 
rate, is rather likely to give relief. Vomit- 
ing also is considered a favourable cir- 
cumstance. One of the greatest dangers 
attending hooping cough, when severe 
long protracted, is its tendency to 
leave behind it chronic disease in the 
lungs, and ultimately to induce phthisis. 

The only cause otf this disease is a spe- 

contagion; it only attacks once in 


Treatment.—Properly speaking, hoop- 
‘ing cough is incurable; that iit is a 
specific torm of inflammation, and there- 


ment. 
In slight cases, no medicine is 


likely in this way to prove usefal. 

Ir or pneumonia should arise, a 
more active use of remedies will become 
necessary, particularly blood- letting, blis- 
tering, and the digitalis. The same means 
are applicable when the brain is soffering. 

Too much importance is attached to 
change of air in these cases, as if 1t were 
a specific remedy. In the early stage of 
the disease, when fever is present, it is 
better to co..fine the patient to a regu- 


lated on At a later od, 
change air and of situation : be 
serviceable, upon the same principle that 
it is so in common 

An infinite number of remedies have 
been, from time to time, employed in 
hooping cough; and there is gewerully 
some one or more that the public place 
implicit reliance on. I need not observe 
that they are invariably deceived in their 
expectations. The abandonment of ove 
is immediately followed by the introduc- 
tion of another, which in its turn becomes 
a favourite for a time; and thus the de- 
lusion is perpetuated ; for while there are 
always those to be found who have an 
interest in deceiving, the public are al- 
ways as ready to give credence to every 
bold assertion. It is easy to see how 
pretenders succeed in these cases; they 
have only to extend their promises of 
cure to a snfficiently distant period, and 
their prediction is sure to be verified, by 
the natural cessation of the disease. 

I may just enumerate some of the prin- 
cipal remedies that have been in vogue 
from time to time, for the cure of hooping 
cough. Among these are anti \ 
such as musk, castor, and the oil of am- 
ser. These were employed upon a mis- 
taken ~ ay may be therefore safely 


have never seen any reason to think it 
useful; I have often observed it to be 


fore not curable by common remedies; 

and we have as yet discovered no specific 
| for it. This, however, is of the tess im. 

tself, proper practice, 

therefore, is to watch its progress, ob- 

viating, as far as possible, its accidental 

combinations: adopting, in short, a pai- 

lative, iustead of a curutive plan of treat. 

........ 

and probably none is aseful, except in as 

| far as it may tend to prevent mischief in 

|the brain or lungs, and which may be 

|done in some degree by common anti- 

| phiogistic means. The occasional exhi- 

| bition of an emetic, moderate purging, 

jand, in strong and plethoric subjects 

blood-letting, are the principal means 

inf 
surf 
life. T 

was considered a specific; but while 
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by its narcotic 
White vitriol ( 
the basis of one of the boasted remedies 
in this disease, and supported its credit 
for many years, under the denomination 
of the anti pertussis. As it occasionally 
acted as an emetic, it sometimes did good, 
as other emetics will do. The tincture of 
cantharides is another of the remedies 
strongly recommended, bat has nearly 
ceased to be employed, no doubt becanse 
it failed to answer the purpose intended. 
Mercury, by its power over certain other 
specific di naturally enough sug- 
gested itself for employment on this oc- 
casion ; bat after many trials, I am not 
at all satisfied of its utility. As to lini- 
ments to the spine, and other external 
applications, it is hardly worth while to 
bame them. 

We have next to speak of the diseases 
of the lungs themselves. 

When the texture of the lungs is un- 
ravelled, we find them to be made up of 
the following parts:—1. The minute ra- 
mifications of the bronchia, with their ter- 
minations in the air cells of the lungs; 
2. The blood-vessels, namely, the pulmo- 


nary artery, with its ramifications, which 


bring the venous blood from the right 
side of the heart, and terminate in the 
veins of the same name; by these the 
blood, after having received the influence 


of the air, is again returned to the left 
side of the heart, renovated in its proper- 
ties, and fitted for general circulation ; 


the bronchial derived from the 
aorta, and terminating chiefly in the vena 
azygos, (so called from its having no fel- 
low); this artery, the bronchial, is that 
which nourishes the organ, and is inde- 
pendent of the respiratory function. 3. The 
Rey d vessels; and, 4. The nerves. 
The different parts now mentioned, con- 
nected together by intervening cellalar 
membrane, constitute the general sub- 
stance of the lungs. These, lastly, are 
invested by a dense membranous cover- 
ing, a continuation of the p/eura, or mem- 
brane lining the cavity of the thorax alto- 
gether, and which is reflected from thence 
over the lungs; still retaining the name 
but called pleura pulmonalis, in 

er to distinguish it from that portion 
of the membrane that lines the ribs, and 
which is called accordingly pleura costalis. 
The continuity of this mensbrane through- 
out its extent, favours the spreading of 
inflammation, and also the adbesion of the 
He ee opposed to each other when so 

jamed 


The lungs are, perhaps the most vas- 
cular stractures in the body, and are, in 
fact, made up im great part of biood-ves- 
sels; a circumstance renders them 


ef sive) formed | 


‘to hemorrhage and te in- 


The absorbing vessels of the lungs are 
very numerous, minnte in size. 
They go to the root of the lungs, near to 
the bifurcation of the trachea, where 
lymphatic glands are found of a datk 
blue colour. 

The nerves of the lungs are few in num- 
ber, and the sensibility of the parts is 
proportionally small; a point, this, wor- 
thy of your attention ; for there are many 
of the diseases of the lungs, and those of 
the greatest importance, which are at- 
tended with very little pain, and which, 
without this knowledge, would be in 
danger of being overlooked. 

The diseases to which the Inngs are 
liable are pages | simple, and consist, 
for the most part, in inflammation, 
the consequences of this. Not being mus- 
colar in their structure, the lungs are, of 
course, not subject to spasm, nor any va- 
riety of involuntary motion. 

Inflammation of the lungs altogether 
is termed by Dr, Cullen, pneumonia ;, an 
he divides it into the two species, pleurisy 
and peripneumony. In most cases, these 
are found in combination, and then the 
term pleuro-peripneumia has been applied. 
As, however, they sometimes appevr se- 
parately and distinctly, it will be most 
useful to treat of them in this light: and 
first of pleurisy, as the most simple. 


Of Pleuritis. 


Pteuritis, or isy, (inflammation of 
the pleura,) is a very simple disease, 
and in general easily recognized by its 
symptoms. But the pleura is rarely af- 
fected alone ; the lungs themselves com- 
monly participate in the inflammation, 
and, in fact, 99 cases out of 100 of what 
are called cases of inflammation of the 
lungs, are a combination of inflammation 
saw pleura, and of the substance of the 
angs. 

When the the 
symptoms are few and simple ; viz. pain, 
more or less acute, in the side affected, 
and which may be felt higher or lower, 
forwards or backwards, according to the 
particular seat of the inflammation. The 
leura sometimes appears to suffer in- 
Siaseetion without producing pain, as 
may be inferred from the existence of ad- 
hesion and other. effects of inflammation 
discovered after death, where no suspi- 
cion existed of such an affection during 
life. The pain, when present, is always 
much increased upon inspiration, in con- 
sequence of the membrane being put upon 
the stretch. There is, in most cases, a 
short and frequent congh, at first dry, 


| 
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afterwards attended with a discharge 
of mucus, oftentimes dotted or streaked 
with blood. The cough, however, is not an 
essential symptom; and when it does oo- 
cor, is to be attributed to the inflamma- 
tion extending itself to the mucous mem- 
brane of the brenchia. 

In slight pleuritic affections, there are 
often no febrite symptoms present; but 
in the more violent cases, the pyrexia ix 
in proportion. If the patient be young 

strong, and the disease recent, the 
pulse is fuller and stronger than in most 
other diseases, Bat if he be weak, and 
the disease has been much St the 
pulse becomes small and wiry. 

If the disease is going on favourably, 
and is attended with cough, the expecto- 
ration becomes more copious and easy, 
with a gradual abatement of the pain and 
febrile symptoms. If the contrary, the 
expectorated matter is glucinows and ad- 
hesive, and with difficulty discharged by 
coughing. If blood he drawn in this dis- 
ease, when at all severe, it is observed to 
be thickly buffed on its surface, and more 
or less cupped, according to the contina- 
ance of the 

Some have atte to 
between inflammation of the plewra pul- 
monalis, and inflammation of the pleura 
costalis; but this is very diffienit, if not 
impossible to be done ; in the first place, 
because the seat of pain is just the same ; 
and secondly, becanse the inflammation 
in most cases spreads from one part of 
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opium in large dexes, believing that such 
a combination renders the opiwm not only 
naobjectionable, but highly efnl, thereby 
rende bloodietting \ess necessary, if at 
all so. J cannot venture to speak posi- 
tively to this point, but recommend it to 
your future attention. 

I should have observed to you, that 
when the pleura on the left side is the 
seat of the disease, the inflammation often 
spreads’ to the coverings of the heart, 
with the effect, generally, of disturbing 
the action of this organ. is, however, 
makes no difference im the tréatment of 
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PATHOLOGY. 

St. Vitus’s Dance. Observations on the 
efficacy of the Radix Artemisia. By 
Dr. Grrrerman of Emden. (Hufe- 
land's Journal der Practischen Heil- 
hunde. Jan. 1826.) 


In the first part of this paper there isa 


-the membrane to another. 

Progress and Terminations.—The 
gress of pleurisy is varied by the degree 
of the inflammation, and the disposition 


case detailed of the suecesstul exhibition 


PFO-! of the radix artemisia vulgaris, in a child 


‘ten years old, affected with St. Vitus's 


to the disease, which is very different in) dance. The medicine was given, in the 


different individuals, and at different} 


times. 
even without the aid of remedies. 
may terminate also fatally immediately, | 
by the mere violence of the i tion, | 
though this is‘far from common. It often 
‘ends in adhesion of surfaces, which can- 
mot be known with certainty daring bile; 
or in serous accumulation (Aydro-thoraz,) 
which is known by its appropriate signs ; 
these I shall presently make knows to 


It) 


you. 
Causes and Treatment.—The causes of 
risy are any of the common causes of 
mmation, which it is not necessary, 
therefore, to again recite. The treat- 
ment, likewise, is very simple, being 
merely antiphlogistic. Bloodletting, espe- 
cially in the beginning, is generaily indis- 
pensable, and, in stroug subjects, often to 
a great extent; together with dlistering, 


has been em- 


Many cases terminate in health, | 


form of powder, every three hours, in 
ten grain doses, so that about a drachm 
was administered daily. After a few 
weeks the child was quite cured. Itis, 
hewever, to the author’s remarks on this 
disease that we wish principally to direct 
the attention of our readers. 


“Wich: . as remarked, in his intel- 
ligent work —_liagnostics,* that the cha- 
racter of St. Vitus’s dance is still very 
undetermined, and that correct ideas of 
the disease are far from being generally 
entertained. This author, at the same 
time accused the English medical men 
of being very superficial in their opinion 
on this int, from their declaring it 


* Tdeen zur diagnostik, Ir. Theil, 
p. 149. 


nauseating doses of anti- 
mony. Afier i 
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ployed to the requisite extent, calome,, 
he m repeated doses, promises to be of ol 
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mann, 
only oe side is attack 


o be a kind of paralysis. But notwith- 
stoning the ekceltent manner in which 

ichmanp has distingaished the great, 
or acute, (as he termed it) St. Vitus’s 
dance from another disease, viz., rapha- 
nia, still, in my opinion, he has not him- 
self quite freed the common St. Vitus’s 
dance from all the difficulties with which 
itis surrounded, and in his labours on this 
subject has followed too closely on the 
old physicians, particularly the older Fn- 
glish ones. Wichmann has made, in his 
work, a vact difference between the cho-| 
rea of the English and another kind of 
convulsive disease, which he named the 
German, or great St. Vitus’s dance, of 
which he only acknowledged the latter 
to be the true chorea, and the former 
merely as a species of the other. Other 
prciotnas have followed him in the same 
ine, of whom I will only mention Thile- 
nius. This observer of nature has com- 
muaicated different eases of the so called 
‘Wichmann’s great St. Vitns’s dance,’ 
and has distinguished it from another 
convulsive disease, which he, according 
to Schaffer, called ‘ increased irritability, 
or involuntary muscular motion.’ 

Amongst the older physicians, Syden- 
ham has so accurately described St. Vitus’s 
dance, or thet muscular motion, 
that the words of this great man ought 
not to be omitted here. 

“ Chorea St, Viti convulsionis est spe- 
cies que at plurimum pneros puellasve a 


decimo wtatis anno ed pubertatem us-| 


que invadit; primo se prodit claudica- 
tione quadam vel potius instabilitate alte- 
rutrius cruris quod wger post se trahit 
fatuornm more, pestea in manu ejusdem 
lateris cernitar; quam hoc morbo affec- 
tus vel pectori vel alii alicui parti adpli- 
citam nullo pacte potest continere in 
eodem situ vel hore momento sed in 
alium situm aliumqne locum convulsione 
quadam distorqueLitur, quidquid 
contra nitatur. Si vas aliq potu re- 
pletom in manus rigatur anptequam 
iliud ad os possit mille gesti- 
culationes circulatorum instar exhibebit ; 
cum enim pocalum recta linea ori admo- 
vere nequeat deducta a spasmo manu buc 
illuc aliquamdiu versat, donec tandem 
forte fortuna illud labiis proprius appo- 
beus liquorem direpente in os imjicit at- 
que avide haurit, tanqnam misellus id tan- 
tum ageret, ut dedita opera spectantibus 
risam moveret.”—Schedula Monitoria de 
nove febris ingressu, p. 661. 

Iu this description of the St, Vitus’s 
dance of the English, according to Wich- 


* Libro citat, p. 145. 


mentioned that 
, ora ies of 
able te 
Schaf- 


we find nothi 


paralysis is present, rather a 

the involuntary muscular motion of 
fer, so that I can see nothing essential 
between them. We find, also, in Stoll, 
(Ratio Medendi, tome iii. p. 278), a con- 
vulsive disease, to which he has given the 
name of Vitus’s dance, but which, in re- 
ference to the symptoms, does not a 
with the great St. Vitus's dance of Wich- 
mann, but in every particular with the 
complaint described by Thilenins and 
Schaffer. Just in the same way Cullen has 
described, under the name of St. Vitus’s 
dance, the disease which Wiehmann, 
Schiffer, and Thilenius wished to call 
involuntary muscular motion. The two 
forms of the disease are essentially diffe- 
rent, and [ will now endeavour to point 
out to my professional readers the great 
marks of difference. 

The grand dance of St. Vitus, of Wich- 
mann and others, has regular paroxysms 
and intermissions. In the intervals, the 
patients are quite well. This change of 
state is observed even when the disease 
is most intense. 

The involuntary muscular motion of 
Schaffer. and Thilenius, which is the 
chorea of the English, does not assume 
the form of paroxysms, but the symptoms 
are permanent. Sleep during the night 
appears only to cause a remission of the 
attack. Inthe great St. Vitus’s dance, the 
aroxysms have the same frequency and 
intensity in the night as oy the day. 

It at one time assumes the form of epi- 
lepsy, trismas, opisthotonos, and cata- 
lepsy. It attacks the internal organs. It 
may remit several days, and again show 
itself in consequence ot certain affections 
of the miud, During the paroxysm, the 
power of speech is either completely 
taken away, or it is perfectly entire; 
there is difficult deglutition from cram 
of the museles of the pharynx, and, 
finally, as a distinguishing mark, it can 
even, in its most severe stage, disappear 
all on a sudden, producing a complete 
cure. 

The chorea, or minor St. Vitus’s dance, 
has, again, the following diagnostic marks: 
remission in the cvening, when sleep 
comes on. No xysms, at least none 
in the middle of the day or night. No 
mental change. The movement of the 
muscles is constant, without such quick 
changes as are observabie in the other 
species. When the disease has arrived 
at what Thilenins calls its third stage, there 
is ordinarily a slight fever in the even- 
ing, with nocturnal remission. There is no 
remission of the complaint for whole days. 
The speech of the patient is at first some- 
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almost unintel 
formed without impediment, and the cure 
is gradual. In short, we see that the 
uame of great St. Vitus’s dance is a name 
apt to lead into error, indicating a patho- 
logical state, which is more aptly called 
by the term convulsio chronica. 

The patients attacked with the great 
St. Vitas’s dance, are g*nerally those who 
have reached rty. In the chorea, on 
the contrary, few are attacked who have 
passed that period, Thuessink says, that 
amongst the great number of children he 
had treated with chorea, none were older 
than twelve years. Schaffer remarks, 
that this nervous affection attacks, for 
the most part, girls about two or three 
years prior to menstruation. Sydenham 
asserts that the chorea attacks children 
between ten and puberty. No example 


which is more or less brought into action. 

by the deranged function of some part, 

more particularly of the genital organs 
nently the cure cannot be eff 


moved, and the organ made to ‘orm 
its usual function. Cold iron applied has 
been known to 

sation of the symptoms. In some cases, 
where a deramal state of the menstrual 
discharge indicated venesection, both this 
temedy and other antiphlogistic remedies 
have employed with success. It 
must be confessed, however, that evacu- 
auts are in most cases but of little nse, 
as the disease belongs to those purely 
nervous affections which supervene with- 
out any obvious cause, morbus sine ma- 


has been found where the disease called | teria. 


St. Vitus’s dance in England, was found 
beyond thisperiod. Wichmann says, that 
the great dance of St. Vitus, or more 
properly speaking, the convulsio chronica, 
occurred in four individuals between 20 
and 30 years of age. It attacks the fe- 
male sex much more frequently than the 
male. Both diseases are in this respect 
similar. The great species is parti ly 
caused by affections of the mind, un- 
fortanate love affairs, and in women espe- 
cially, by an excited state of the sesltal 
organs. Inchorea, worn's, saburra, gas- 
tric irritation, and the like, are fre- 
qnenily the exciting cause 3. 

It does not appear, by any means, that 
the convulsio chronica is infections, not- 
withstanding the high opinion of Richter.* 
Indeed the very author in whose works 
Richter pretended to have found this 
opinion, says the very contrary. The 
author of this paper also adduces two 
instances favourable to such a notion, 
which feil under his care in the Orphan 
Hospital. When we consider, however, 
that the number of patients exposed 
to this complaint was not less than 200, 
and that the disease occurred in two 
girls just at the period of puberty, who 

ad been placed in the same room with 
certain other girls labouring under this 
complaint, we shall certainly be inclined 
to attribute the complaint to sympathy 
rather than to any peculiar infection. No 
example of any thing like infection in 
cases of chorea, has been brought forward 
by any author; and as for this disease 
being epidemic or endemic, we have, in- 
deed, great doubts. 


Spec. Therapie, 7r. Band, 


In chorea, cold will be applied in vaio. 
All the experiments made with metals 
have, without exception, failed. Neither 
will any benefit be received from bieed- 
ing. The best and most efficient remedies 
are purgatives, the good effects of which 
are well known in this country. [We 
refer our readers oa this subject to the 
well-known work of Dr. Hamilton, of 
Edinburgh, on Purgatives.) 


SURGERY. 

On the di between Necrosis and 

8) Dr. Ricuter, uber die Necrose, 
p. 70. 


Boru necrosis and caries have this in 
common, that they may arise from simi- 
lar canses, that a smalier or greater por- 
tion of bony substance may be destroyed, 
and a finid secreted. se common 
appearances, however, exhibit such 
great differences, that when the charac- 
ters are duly considered, no doubt can be 
left in the mind of any one on the nature 
of the diseases that he is about to treat. 


The development of caries i y 
as well as necrosis, is marked by pain; 


but this symptom, taken by itself, proves 
nothing, trom being common to both dis- 
eases. The situation of the — how. 
ever, affords a suspicion of its nature, 
Caries attacks, most commonly, structures 
of a spongy nature near to the joints; 
necrosis, on the contrary, a thicker struc- 
ture. swelling accompanying the 
caries peripherica, follows the pain, 

at the beginning is never so extensive ; 
for this kind of destruction commences 
from a single point, from which it after- 
wards spreads, Necrosis, on the contrary, 


raises itself in a certain space, and con- 
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NECROSIS 


nently, at its beginning, has a pretty 
bread surface, whicle from the 


& remains always of the same size. 


AND CARIES. 


The nature of the secreted fluid forms 
a distinctive mark between the two dis- 
eases ; in caries this is true sanies and no 


swelling also in caries, never assumes | pus, which only appears when the de- 
an asthenic ot inactiv: character, but all|structive process is stopped and the 


the symptoms of ieflammation make their healing begins. This flui 


has a bad 


at the same time; the parts;smell, colours silver, linen and cotton 
fa dak red, biuish or livid colour, | black, and contains black points, which 
the temperature much increased, and the | are the thrown off particles of the dead 


0 violent and superficial. In 
swelling a long 
time the inflammation, which appears 
later on the surface, and has, in the ma- 
jority of cases, according to the cause 
and the vitality of the soft parts con- 
the asthenic 
character; this is merely the type of the 


cerned, more or less 


reaction of the organic part in the 


neighbourhood excited, in behalf of the 


restoration of the dead bone. The su- 

necrosis thus agrees with the 
appearance observed in caries, only when 
both arise from mechanical force, or owe 
their origin to that cause commonly 
known under the name of metastasis, or 
when they are seated in bones surround- 


ed by parts which possess a low degrce of 


life. In these cases che destroying pro- 
cess has a common character.* Should 
there be any doubt in this stage of the 
disease whether the bone is necrotic or 
carious, it will be removed when the 
swelling of the soft parts breaks. 

The openings which arise during caries, 
from absorption of soft substance, are, 
with regard to their number and form, 
quite different from those that occur in 
cases of necrosis. In caries of the bones, 
the swelling opens itself exteusively ; there 
is great loss of substance, and this loss 
goes on increasing. In caries of bones that 
are surrouaded with much muscular sub- 
stance fistula arise, which have ave 
small opening, and remain contracted. 
They then become callous, and show on 
their edges none of the fleshy side to which 
Drondi 7 directed the attention of me- 
dical men. Instead of numerous open 
mouths, which occur in necrosis, caries has 
ordinarily only one principal mouth, which 
permits the chief cause of the disease to 
be expelled. The openings which arise 
afterwards, come on when the disease 
spreads over a greater surface. 


* A confirmation of this, I find in the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Jan. 1825. p.7. in a by Mr. Cum- 
min, “But I am inclined to believe 
that in such cases caries is often compli- 
cated with osteo-necrosis, some portion 
of the diseased surface suffering from 


be taken into the cir- 
, an quently are thrown off 
with the discharge. The secretion, on the 
contrary, observed in necrosis, is true pus. 
When, on the opening of the swelling, the 
bone is laid bare and the probe introduced, 
it (the bone) will be felt rough, uneve 
loose, soft, yielding, pierced with sm 
holes, and to a certain extent destroyed. 
This destruction is the consequence of 
an increased action of the ab-orbents, 
and proceeds from or points towards the 
circumference in all directions. The 
yielding, soft, and worm-eaten condition 
of the substance of the bone in caries, 
arises from the retrogression of the part 
to the state of its earlier development, 
which it must undergo before it is thrown 
off, and is taken up into the general cir- 
enlation. In necrosis, on the contrary, 
the bone is smooth, even, and hard like 
ivory. This structure is produced by the 
extinction of the vitality of the part. 
Caries, in its progress, shows a marked 
difference from necrosis. The former 
disease is usually very obstinate and tedi- 
ous ; and the Suly limits which nature 
appears to set to it, are the rendering the 
edges of the wounds of the soft part callous, 
and effecting a somewhat similar change in 
the substance of the bone. For the re- 
storation of the destroyed parts nature 
can do very little, when the disease has 
a very violent character; since 
the soft parts and periosteum are more or 
less destroyed, and cannot therefore con- 
tribute to their reproduction. In favonr- 
able cases carbuncles form themselves, 
which make their appearance at the same 
time with those arising from the soft 
parts; these occupy the whole open 
space, but are seldom converied into 
bone; for after death, on macerating the 
soft parts, the former diseased portion 
is generally marked by a deficiency of 
bony substance, and a roughness and an- 
evenness of the surface. But the case is 
— different in necrosis; for in this 
isease the bone dies, and in most cases 
new action (if no counter-canse exist) 


bone, that cannot 


is excited in the soft part, and during the 
destruction of life in the bone, -nature. 


has already commenced a process by 
which the new product _ takes 
de- 


ulceration, while another is necrosed.”’ 


on a proper form and a 
gree of firmness. A very peculiar ap- 
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pearance in caries, which for a certain 
time is very evident, is a certain fungous 
stracture, which not only arises from the 
soft, but also from the bony parts. This 
becomes very large, and covers the whole 
upper surface of the bones, rendering the 
cure very difficult. In necrosis it is no 
doubt true, that such after-structure fre- 
quently arises, but only on the outer fis- 
talar openings. They are the result of 
the formation of healthy pus, of little im- 
agers and can easily be distinguished 
the fungous mase which arises in 
carious bones. The which arise 
from carious bones are also inactive, soft, 
and livid. pong: erga from the slightest 
touch; hence they can be easily distin- 
gnished from those that come on in the 
soft and bony parts, after healthy pus. 


1. Diagnosis ef Necrosis from Spina 
Ventosu. 
Both the necrosis fofafis and centralis 


GALVANISM IN THE CURE OF AMAUROSIS. 


may be obtained on the nature of the ex. 
isting disease. In necrosis totalis we find 
every where a naked, smooth, and hard 
surface ; and in the necrosi§ centralis, « 
portion of dead bone remaining in the 
sound. In the spina ventosa the probe may 
be pushed in all directions, even in the 
substance of the bone, making new w 

for itself. Besides, the bad result of 

spina ventosa soon puts beyond a doubt 

nature of the complaint. 


2. Diagnosis Necrosis from Cartes 
Centralis of the of the Joints, 

With this form of disease can be con- 
founded only the extremely rare one of 
necrosis superficialie of the cortical sub- 
stance of the condyles. But the pain ex- 
isting im the interior of the joint, the evi- 
dent stiffness of the limb on rising in the 
mornings; its feel of weakness ani 
fatigue ; the more and more «ncertain 
step; the prolongation of the limb ; the 


may be confounded with spina ventosa, 
antess all the symptoms peculiar to both 
complaints be taken into consideration. 
The two diseases commence with deep- 
seated pain; the swelling, which only 
comes on afterwards, proceeds, in the spina 
ventosa, from the boue, is slow in its pro- 
gress, and gradually assumes the great 
size which is met with in wo other disease 
of the bones. In the necrosis fotalis, on the 
contrary, the soft parts merely swell, and 
this swellingis rapid im its course, and never 
feels so bard as when the parietes of the 
bone are separated from each other, and 
never attains a size. The holds 
gvod in the swelling which is the conse- 
quence of the mecrosis centralis, which also 
Proceeds in part from the bone, as in spina 
ventosa, but it never becomes so large, 
and on aceownt of the simn'taneous 
swelling of the soft parts, invariubly feels 
elastic. Further, in the necrosis totatis, 
inflammation much sooner appears on the 
sarface, whereas in necrosis centralis it is 
only perceptible when the substance of 
great and when it 
ns in co uence of the openings 

of the soft In the 5 ion 
the edematous integument es in- 
flamed much later, and ordinarily when 
the pus is much soread in the bony part, 
with destruction of te substance that 
= be traced finger. On 
swe being » & very consi- 
derable quantity on sanies flows cut, 
which can never be increased by pressure 
en aceonnt of the foramen being in the 
bone itself. A severe hectic fever, which 
manifests itself previous to the breaking of 
the integuments, is also.a characteristic of 
the spina ventosa. By means of the probe, 
however, the most positive information 


change of the form of the joint; the wast- 
ing away of the diseased limb; the pain iw 
the neighbouring ‘oint in the second 
riod ; the shortening, as well as the o 
appearances, which are so characteristic 
of the disease ; afford tlie means of de- 
ciding on it with certainty, even 
breach of continuity takes place. 


THERAPEUTICS, 


On the direct application of Galvarism tc 
the Nerves of the and the use 
this Remedy in the cure of Amaurosis.* 

THe important and curious facts which 
M. Magendie’s expetiments led him to 
discover, have induced this distinguished 
physiologist to pursue them still tarther, 
and to observe the analogy between the 
effects produced on the visual organ ftom 
cutting the fifth pair, and the state of the 
éyes when affected with amaurosis. Thus 
we find that the rae organs of sight, 
namely, the globe of the eye and the 
optic nerve, are no longer active when 
the influence of the fitth pair has been 
taken away. Ain animal, which has had 
the fifth pair cut, loses immediately the 
sight of the side that has been injured, 
although the eye continues for a time te 
have all the necessary physical condi- 
tions for the exercise of sight. 

One would imagine from this result, 
that the impression of light transmitted 
to the brain was performed not by the 
optic nerve,as has been hitherto supposed 
but by the fitth pair. Sach, however, 
not case; for by catting the optic 


* Journal de Experimen- 
tale, par F- Mageadie-— Avril 1800 
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TRAFFIC IN LEECHES, 


nerve, an animal joses sight and sensi- 
bility to the action of light at the same 
The sound state of the optic nerve, 
as well as that of the fifih pair, are indis- 
pensably necessary for the exercise of 
sight. The privation of the one or the 
other produces a state having the charac- 
ter of amaurosis, or more properly speak- 
ing amaurosis itself, Tt thas becomes, it 
not certain, at least extremely probable, 
that there are two kinds of amaurosis, 
one arising from a special affection of the 
ic nerve, the other deperding on a 
disease of the fifth pair, or a privation of 
the influence of the latter nerve on the 
visual apparatus. 
Reasoning on this h poses we can 
suppose that a Bee excitement of 
the branches of the fifth pair, will pro- 
dace some useful effect. ‘To succeed, 
however, it will be necessary to employ a 
remedy that willact only on the nerve, 
withont injuring the surrounding parts. 
For this purpose, a needle, similar to 
those employed for electro-puncture, was 
thrast into the frontal nerve, where it 
emerges from the supra-orbitary foramen. 
The amaurotie patient on whom this 
remedy was applied, described the sen- 
sation which he experienced as similar to 
that which is felt when the nerve on the 
posterior side of the elbow-joint is in- 
jured ; which is familar toevery one. So 


complete was the effect, that all the rami- 
fications of the branch were distinctly 
traced by the individual on whom the 


riment was made. very same 
ts were produced on puncturing the 
infra-orbitary branch. 

To observe what results these punc- 
tures might have, only two were made on 
the first day. On the following day, the 
same number of punctures was used, but 
deeper, with the same effect. : 

As no great difficulty was found in 
finding the branch of the nerve where it 
runs along the upper part 6f the orbit, 
the needle was pus in the direction 
of the lachrymal twig, which after a 
little trouble was punctured. The sen- 
sation on the orbit, when this occurred, 
was of a peculiar kind, and uced a 
very unusual flow of tears. e author 
produced a cessation of the secretion in 
& former experiment, where the trunk of 
the fifth was cut. 

in making these trials no evil conse- 
quences resulted. The pupil contracted 
when any of the branches were punc- 
tured, but there was no change in the state 
of the amaurosis. A trial of galvanism 
on the nerves that had been experi 
mented on, was resolved in order to ex- 
cite indirectly the action of the retina 


Two days after the trial of puncturing 
already spoken of was made, a needle 
was thrust into the frontal nerve, and 
another into the superior maxillary. These 
needles were brought into contact with 
the two poles of a weak voltaic pile, com- 
posed of twelve pairs of discs six inches 
square. Every time that contact was 
made, the patient felt a painful commo- 
tion in the course of the nerves, and in 
the deep-seated parts of the orbit. 
light became more sensible, and the pupil 
contracted. 

This treatment was continued about 15 
days; the amaurosis evidently amended, 
the pupil contracting and assuming nearly 
the dimensions of the membrane in the 
sound eye. But as the patient left Paris 
soon afterwards, it was not known whe- 
ther the good effects produced had con- 
tinned. 

Since that time M. Magendie has treat- 
ed several cases of incomplete amaurosis, 
with and without paralysis of the muscles 
of the eye, and in almost all cases with 
very advantageous effects. A case of 
amaurosis dimidiata externa of the left 
side, accompanied with paralysis of the 
upper eye-lid, rectus internus and rectus 
superior, was with this treatment cured 
in three months. As soon as cases of 
complete amaurosis present themselves, 
a similar treatment is to be adopted. 

These experiments prove, that prickin 
the orbitary branches of the fitth pair 
in no ways dangerous, 

That the distribution of the nerve when 
80 treated, gives the same disagreeable 
sensation experienced when the cubital 
nerve at the posterior part of the elbow- 
joint is strack by any hard body. 

M. Magendie proposes to use this re- 
medy in affections of the other senses, 
and has, indeed, made some trials with it 
already, the publication of which he re- 
serves to another opportunity. 


On the with Leeches. By Dr. 
Kunzmann of Berlin. (Hufeland’s 
Journal der Pract. Heilkunde, Marcel 
1826.) ’ 

The increased demand for leeches during 

the last 20 years, and the scarcity of them 

in France, America, and particularly in 

England, compared with the abundance 

of these creatures in Germany, Silesia, 

and Poland, has gradually given rise to. 

a trade with these animals, which is mach 

greater than one would at first siglit he 

inclined to believe. How profitable this 
trade must be, may be learned from this 
fact; that Apothecaries in. Paris and Lon- 
don find it to their advantage to send. mem, 
from these towns to procure or cause to. 
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RHFUMATISM OF TRE HEART. 


be procured these animals for their use, | 
and to convey them to these capitals. This, 
however, is less remarkable when we 
consider that in the year 1819, the ex-' 
mse for leeches alone in the Parisian 
pitals was 4,800 sterling. In the year 
1823 it was nearly 7000 guineas. Accord- 
ing to Sarlandiere the yearly sum paid 
for these animals, for the hospitals in 
France, is upwards of one million and a 
half of francs, or in English money 
260,000! Not less than seven million two 
ed thousund of these animals are 
annually sent to England. The merchants 
bay them in summer for 12 rix dollars 
(36 shillings) a thousand ; in winter they 
pay 30 to 45 dollars; a price which the 
can very well afford to give, for accord- 
ing to Boehr’s statement, a shilling or 
eighteen pence will be sometimes paid a 
piece in the shops in London. 

The mode that the leech merchants 
transport the animals is different. Some 
make use of wooden vessels, which have 
been carefully cleaned with boiling water, 
and which must have contained neither salt, 
nor tobacco, nor the like. In this vessel 
from 2 to 3000 are placed without water. 
In 36 hours afterwards, and just before 
they are to be put into the waggon, one 
fourth pyt of the vessel is filled with 
water, 

As the young animals attack the old, 
care is taken by the merchants not to put 
these two together. When the journey is 
not above eight days, the animals in ge- 
neral live, but if the period of their trans- 
portation exceeds that, the greater part 
of them die. The mortality is still greater 
when the weather is warm, or there has 
been thunder. 

Another set of people, particularly the 
mals in a linen bag, which has been well 
washed, without soap, however, and in 
order to avoid the bad consequences of 
shaking during the transportation, they 
carry them. When thunder comes on 
they thrust bag and leeches into any 
marsh they find on the way, but not ina 
ruoning stream. When the place is at no 
great distance, they put into one bag as 
many as it can hold. The better way 
seems, however, to be that we have already 
adverted to, transporting them in small 
numbers in bags. 

The great object of the above state- 
ment respecting the quantities of leeches 
used, is to show the probable danger there 
exists of the supplies of these animals 
being soon exhausted, and to propose 
measures to be taken to prevent such a 
dreadful event. The alarm, however, is un- 
founded ; and if it were not, the plan pro- 


posed of bringing them all together in one 


large marsh, or in s constructed for 
them, would be more likely to create 
a dearth of these animals sooner than 
double the present consumption. 


Case of Rheumatism of the Heart, treated 
by Acupuncturation.* 


A girl, 18 years of age, after 
suffered from an attack of rheumatism in 
the upper and lower extremities, was 
seized with a violent pain in the heart, 
immediately after being relieved of ber 
complaint in the joints. This pain resem. 
bled what she had felt in the extremities, 
wis aggravated by emotions of the mind, 
during rainy weather, south and easterly 
winds, and in damp places. Sometimes 
it continued for several days, with vio- 
lent palpitations, which became more 
and more intense every time it recur. 
red. She was bled both locally and gene- 
rally, had baths, mustard sinapisms, in- 
jections, &c., but without any effect. 

After being convinced, from the symp- 
toms, that disease was rheamatism, 
we resolved, from the harmlessness of 
the remedy, to try what effect acupunc- 
turation would have on the patient. 

The patient being placed on her back, 
and a little on her right side, a needle 13 
lines in length was introduced between the 
fifth and sixth ribs, near the middle of 
the cartilage of the latter. It was then 
directed with a rotatory metion towards 
the heart, going from below upwards, 
and from right to left, without reaching 
the organ. The patient felt no pain 
during the introduction. No sooner was 
this done, however, than she began to 
stretch out herlimbs, then to contractthem, 
and at last to fall into a kind of delirium, 
This last symptom only lasted ten minutes, 
and on recovering she seemed as if she 
were awaking out of a sleep: the pain 
was still very violent. A second needle, 
fifteen lines in length, was then iniro- 
dnced into the same intercostal space, at 
a point corresponding to the sixth rib, an 
inch before itsunion with thecartilage. The 
acupuncturation was repeated a third time, 
with a needle eighteen lines in length; 
and, according to M. P who de- 
tails the case, it no doubt entered the pe- 
ricardiam, and reached the point of the 
heart. From this time the patient got 
better, and althongh the weather was for 
some time afterwards damp, the rhea- 
matic pains never retarned. 


* Revue Medicale, May 1826, 
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THE LANCET. 
Londo:t, Saturday, August 12, 1826. 


COLLECTANEA. 

Tur Apotnecantes Act of 1815, pre- 
sents us ample testimony of the rapacity 
and imbecility of the Worshipfal Com- 
pany of Rhubarb Hall on the one hand, 
and on the other it exhibits disgusting 
evidence of the manner in which chica- 
nery and shuffling are either sanctioned, 
‘or pass altogether unobserved, in our 
‘Hou-es of Parliament. Had any member of 
the legislature (possessing an ordinary un- 
derstanding) attentively perused this Act, 
itis impossible that he could have failed 
to discover that it was framed with an 
eve to the immediate advantage of a few, 
to the obvious injary of thousands, and 
that instead of its being of a beneficial 
nature, either to the public or exclusively 
tothe Members of the Medical Protession, 
it was only calculated to retard the pro- 
cress of the most asefal of all sciences, and 
to fill the coffers of a herd of ignorant 
pharmacopolists. The chicanery exhi 
bited in this detestable instrument, and 
the total disregard of the public welfare 
manifested by its framers, cannot be 
more effectually illustrated than by di- 
recting the attention of the reader to the 
clause relating to Chemists and Druggists, 
in which it is stated, that “ all person- 
using or exercising the said trade or 
business, or who shall or may hereafter 
use or exercise the same, shall and Qhay 
use, exercise, and carry on the same trade 
or business in such manner, and as fully 
and amply to all intents and purposes as 
the same trade or business was used, ex- 
ercised, or carried on by chemists and 
druggists before the passing of this Act” 
Many persons willnaturally inquire how 
tuch a clause as this could have been in- 
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troduced into an Act ptujected by 
thecaries; and a greater number probally 
will ask, how it was possible that it could 
be sanctioned by the legislature? At ihe 
latter circumstance, afier having 
nessed such numberless proofs of “ coilec- 
tive wisdom,” we feel no sort of astonish- 
ment; nor ought such to be excited in the 
mind of any person who is acquainted 
with the manner in which “ Public Bills” 
for “‘ private purposes” are constantly 
smuggled through the House of Com- 
mons. To such individuals no other 
knowledge is necessary ; we shall there- 
fore proceed to point out the circum- 
stances which led to the introduction of the 
anomalous clause just quoted; the adop- 
tion of which by its authors, certainly pre- 
sents as curions a coutradiction to their 
professions respecting “public good,” 
* respectability of the profession,” and 
other like cant, as was ever placed npon 
record, Here we have Apothecaries who 
write a clause to free chemists and drug- 
gists from the infliction of pena ties which 
they willingly bestow on their own fra- 
ternity! How can this circumstance be 
explained? Simply thus ;—after the Act 
of the “ Associated Apoth es” had been 
deservedly scouted by the Honse of 
Commons, and ample disgrace heaped 
upon its authors, the Worshipful Com- 
pany conceived the spirit of “* Reform,” 
and gave birth to a bantling, not quite so 
unsightly, we must say, as their sister 
labourers ; although, however, of a more 
favourable aspect to the view of those «ho 
were looking at pablic and at self secu- 
rity, yet it was sufficiently hideous to 
affright the Worshipful Company of Phy- 
sicians, for they saw that the intended 
Act struck a deep and heavy blow at (heir 
rade ; in truth, itwas calculated to sever 
their profitable, but dishonoarable, highly 
lishonourable,; conneasion with the che- 
mists and druggists, wherefore ‘said the 
Fellows of Warwick-lane to their Dames 
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bastards, the chémists and traggists, from 


THE APOTHECARIES COMPANY. 


of Rhobarb-Mall, anless you introduce | and dispense medicines for patients, with- 
into yout Aét a élaase to eXempt our | out having any license from the College 
of Physicians, and this fact, coupled with 
all its operations and penalties, we will | the clatisé above quoted, seems to coufer 
divorce you ; in other words, if you jt the practice of the chemist an autho- 
not permit the chemist and druggist to! rity which physicians, we believe, will not 
carry on his dispensing trade as hereto. | be very willing to recognise. At the pe- 
fore, so that We as heretofore may Conti-' fod when the Apothecaries Act was in 
nue to réceive our per centage from him, progress, had there been an aetive vigilant 
we will oppose your Bill when in the House . medica! publication, had it received that 
of Commons by every means in our power ; lexposure which the folly and injustice 
at this diclaration the Old Ladies became ; f its enactments so well deserved, it 
seriously alarmed, and began to appre-| "either would have disgraced nor insulted 
the medical profession. 

If the * Associated Apotheécaries,” as 
they stylé themselves, who first commen- 
eed their reforming operations in the year 
1812, Supported as they were by most 
liberal contributions from General Prac- 
titiohers, had but proceeded boldly—ad- 
vanced on suand legistatorial principles— 
the broad tasis of public welfare and in- 
right, efforts, long ere 
this mast lave been ¢rowned with com- 
plete suétéss; brit wlien they trackled 


hend that none of their golden dreams 
would be realized. Anxious, however, 
tor their pin-mouey, and believing that 
tie seie of their “ Licences” would 
bring them no inconsiderable a portion, — 
altogether regardless of professional and 
pablic welfare, they inserted the clanse 
which exempts chemists and druggists 
from all penalties of the Apothecaries 
Act, which in effect renders that Act, in 
point of law and utility, a mere dead 


letter—another sign of corporate avarice, 
and of legislatorial neghgence. and cringed tu the College of Physicians, 


Such is the correce history ot this | to the College of Surgeons, to the Com- 
transaction, avd it reflects eternal dis-| pany Of Apothecaries, and when, good 
grace on ali the parties implicated. Goll! they attempted to establish 

The exemption of chemists and drug- Fourth Chartered Medical Body, it 
gists, not only nullifies the Act in &/ Was lifgh tite that they and their pro- 
beneficial point of view, but it unfortu-: ¢edings should be kicked out of the 
nately throws open the door more widely | National Assembly. Instead of attempting 


| establish ferth Medical Body, it 


to the votaries of quackery. If a man 
carry on the trade of chemist and drug-| #4s their duty to attempt to reduce 


gist, what law is there in force to prevent | the namber of those already in existence. 
him from exercising all the functions of The Company of Apotheearies should 
the well educated medical practitioner ?' have Contited What it always had been, 
None, if we except the charter of the | Company of traders. The first efforts of 
College of Physicians, which since the teform stionld have been directed to- 
decision of the House of Lords in 1705, Watils the Coltege of Surgeons ; purify it, 
on a writ of error in the case of Seale » reshddel its constitution, and when that 
se, as regards attending and prescribing stall be Gote, Its wiility and splendocr, 
maf, like the Apothecaries Act, be consi- arising ‘froin tle judicious acts and 
dered a dead letter ; in fact, the House of scientific attainments of thove wlio will 
Lord’s decreed that it was legal for'an then be plated at the “hélin Of affaits, 
‘apothecary or chemist to visit, presribe, ‘will excite for fts Members public re- 
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spect, in proportion to thei¢ worth and 
talents; they will convince mankind of 
the superiority of the SurGicat ro - 
fession ; and show the inutility, if’ not 
the evil tendency, of all purely “Medical 
Colleges ; finally, the public will feel tho- 
roughly 3 assured that no reliance van be 
placed on the attainments of a practi- 
tioner, unless he has triumphed over 
a severe and scrutinizing t test as to his 

qualifications ; and {pat day mast come, 
when it will be considered that the best 
security for competency, in every depart- 
ment of practice, is @ man’s liability to be 
called upon to act as a SURGEON. 


ett 


In a former Number we said a few words 
on the treatment of rheumatism by calo- 
mel and opinm, (Hamilton, Ed. Med. 
Comm.) which has long been a common 
practice, but which Dr. Chambers, of St. 
George’s Hospital, has at least endea- 
youred, to appcopsiate to himself. A» 
much was stated in the July Number of 
the Medical and Physical Journal. A 
distinction was taken | between rheuma- 
tigm as jt affegts the ‘* sypoyial bags and 
bursa of tendons,” and cases in which 
“all the neighbouring parts, which have a 
covering of fibrous membrane become the 
primary seats of the disease.” The writer 
does not particularize these parts, but 
merely states that rheamatism affecting 
“all the neighbouring parts (to a joint) is 
and, as we have already observed’ 
employs calomel and opium | ‘in its cure 
In the present Number of the said Journal! 
he has given “ examples of rheumatisin 
affecting the synoyial membranes,” 


which another method of treatment was 


pursued, When rheumatism is “ aif- 
Sused,” to use his own expression, the 
treatment is also diffused ™ —general, but 
when it is confined to a joint, leeches and 
topical applications are also employed ! 

The reader will bear this wonderful sa- 


gacity in mind, ang revere Dr, Macicod» 
the editor of the Journal, in that be has 
taken such a world of pains to show ‘ the 
broad jine of distinction” between ap 
affection pretty nearly local, and a more 
or less general one. ‘ The broad tine 
drawn at St. George's Hospital between 
the different forms of rheumatism, as it 
respects the treatment,” is indeed a most 
valuable addition to medicine, and will 
confer immortal honour on its designer, 
and more especially on him who has la- 
boured to give ef ‘effect to it with the public. 

Ambo animi:, insignes prastanti- 


bus armis : 


Hic piétate prior. 


We deem it but fair to insert one of the 
cases :— 

Bursal rheumatism, affecting (he 
hands and knees*.—Suasan Church, xt. 17; 
single Jue Y4th, 1826. Complains of 
pain and swelling eccu;ying the extensor 
tendon- of both hands, particularly the 
leit. “There is effusion ile sheatlis 
of the tendons, and some of the joints of 
the fingers. Pulse 100; :kin cool, tongue 
slightly furred ; bowels natural; urine 
thick catamenia regular. Litnine mouths, 
with oecasionat swellings of synovial mem- 
branes; the urine being always thick at 
the time of the attacks. 

Haust. piment. ¢. vini colchici, m. xx. 

sextis horis ; 

Diata parca. 

Kuees munch distended; hands 

Hirudines x. genu sinistro. Lotio spe 


26. The medicines have been conti- 
nued, and the leeches applied to the left 
knee on the 17th, 18th, 2ist, and 23d, 
Knee much better; leéch-bites alcerated. 


Repetantur lotio et haust. 


From this time she gradually recovered 
was discharged cured on the 3d of 


Dr. C.’s cases occupy about three pages 
of the Journal, bat they are made wp’ 
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oss REVIEW OF CASES FROM THE 


principally of prescriptions, there being 
no less than thirty-eight / We have looked 
at a few of them, and do not find that the 
Doctor has made any very egregious blun- 
der this time ; from what he says at page 
118, however, it should seem that “ dur- 
sal rheumatism” sometimes domiciles in 
and about the head! 


A case of disease of the heart, which is 
said to have been “ treated by Dr. Mac- 
michael,” follows the above; but as no 
treatment is specified, and as the brief 
sketch of the hi-tory of the disease which 
precedes the post-mortem examination, 
merely “‘ serves to connect the symptoms 
with the morbid appearances,” the lux a 
non Incendo is very fully exemplified. 
There were white tubercles in the paren- 
chymatous structare of the lung», and on 
the pericardium at the base of the heart. 
“ Atthe angle formed by its reflection over 
the heart, they were covered by the de- 
licate serous membrane.” A large tuber- 
cle was found at the union of the cave, 
and others in the inferior of these vessels, 
where it passes through the diaphragm; 
also in the right auricle occupying the 
septum auricularam. The upper half of 
the body was edematous 


Our friend Travers, or some one for 
him, (report says a scurvy little fellow 
named Lust,) has published a case of 
sloughing ulceration, which may be found 
in the 9th volume, page 175, of this Jour- 
nal. Of course we need say nothing far- 
ther about it, except observe, that the 
Prescriptions are written in that kind of 
Latin which has been attributed to the 
canine species—“ dog- latin :” e. g. p. 125, 
“ Hiradines, xii. pubis ;” p. 123, “ Vini 
rabri, Ziv. in dies,” &c. &c. This is 
Lusnious, and truly honourable to Tra- 
vers. 


Mr. Rose relates two cases of “ slough- 
ing ulceration,” one of which occurred 
nine years ago, and the other five, cared 


by bleeding, but they offer nothing wor, 
thy of notice or comment. ’ 


Mr. Jewel relates a “ case of nterine 
hemorrhage, in which transfusion of 
blood was employed uusuccessfully.” 

The patient had been delivered of a 
dead child after a difficult and protracted 
labour, and considerable hemorrhage 
had supervefed. 

“ The attempts to her by the 
frequent repetition landanum and 
brandy, with the addition of carbonate of 
ammonia, having been continued for four 
or five hours, without oe the pa- 
tient’s condition; and pulse being 
scarcely perceptible at the wrist, while 
the extremities had become cold, and the 
whole surface bedewed with acold clammy 
moisture, the operation of transfusion 
suggested itself ay still affording a chance 
of the patient's life.” 


The operation was accordingly per- 
formed, the jugular vein being opened, 
and as Mr. Jewel supposes, about four 
ounces of blood injected “‘ in the space of 
twenty minates.” With the exception of 
sickness, not the slightest deviation from 
the previous symptoms was produced. 
The patient survived the operation a 
quarter of an hour, and under all the cir- 
cumstances more could hardly bave been 
anticipated. 


Dr. Granville has attempted the ope- 
ration for extirpating ovarian tumours. 
He made an incision, seven inches and 8 


half in length, through the parietes of the 
abdomen, 

- - + + when the intestines, with part of 
the omentum, in rather a vascular condi- 
tion, presented themselves, along with the 
margins of two of the tumours, right and 
lett of the wound. It had been agreed, 
anteriorly to the operation, that if on ex- 
amination, after a sufficient incision, nu- 
merous and strong adhesions were detect- 
ed, the separation of which would mate- 
rially increase the risk of the patient, all 
further proceeding should be suspended. 
Dr. Granville, therefore, passed his band 
into the abdominal cavity, and ascertained 
that, although the tumours (of which there 
appeared to be several) felt loose when 
examined externally, they were, in fact, 
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Sdhering in several directions by strong 
bands. This was particularly the case 
with regard to the tumour which ascended 
on the right side towards the liver, and on 
the left to alarge cyst which had con- 
tained ten pints of a highly albuminon. 
fluid, that been removed some time 
before by tapping. The wound was 
brought together by the twisted suture. 
Dr. Granville does not state, as he 
ought to have done, whether the “ strong 
bands” which he speaks of were broad 
adbesiuns, or whether, quasi pediculi, they 
might not have been cut through? We 
have a right to ask this question, since 
Mr. Key once ripped open the belly to 
sew it up again, in a similar way; and 
because no man should undertake an 
operation who wants the courage to go 
through with it. The woman recovered. 


There is “ a case of popliteal aneurism,” 
(in which the femoral artery was found 
to be divided into two trunks, which again 
became united where the vessel passes 
throngh the tendun of the triceps muscle), 
by Mr. Bell, The patient a large and 
muscular negro, wt. 45. 


“ The situation of the tumonr is un- 
usual, being not properly in the popliteal 
cavity, but further down. It ss more 
supe: ficial than a common popliteal aneu 
rism, and rises out between the heads of 
the gastrocnemius, The artery at the 
groin is very large, and easily felt. On 
compressing it, the pulsation in the tu 
mour can be stopped; but the pulsation 
cannot be stopped by pressing on the 
middie of the thigh. For these reasons, 
Mr. Bell stated that he should tie the 
artery lower in the thigh than usual.” 


So, because pressure at the groin stop- 
ped the pulsation in the tumour, and 
pressure at the middle of the thigh did 
not, therefore Mr. Bell ties the artery 
lower down than usual! , We should have 
thonght he would have tied it higher in 
the thigh than usual, under such circum- 
stances, instead of lower down! If pres- 
sure at the groin stop the pulsation of a 
popliteal aneurism, and pressure at the 
middle of the thigh do not, it is plain 


that the artery bifur¢ates between these 
points, or that some e<traordinary anas- 
tomoses keep up the circulation, and the 
rational practice would be, to tie the 
vessel as near to the groin as possi- 
ble, by which the greatest chance of suc- 
cess would be realised ; although it might 
not amount to actual certainty, it would 
be very near it. Certainly the artery 
should be tied where pressure stops the 
circulation, and not, as in Mr, Bell’s 
vase, where it does not. 


Tt seems that Mr. Bell’s operation ** was 
attended with no unusual circumstances, 
The artery was easily found by lifting the 
edge of the sartorius muscle, and neither 
the vein nor nerve were (was) exposed. 
After the ligature was applied, the pul- 
sation of the artery pi an it was dis- 
tinctly observed by alt who were near 
the patient. As av arterial branch arose 
from the trunk close above the ligature, 
it was purposely cut across; it threw out 
its blood with great force, and was se- 
cured. 

The moment after the artery was tied, 
Mr. Shaw, who had his hand on the tu- 
monr, said, that the pulsation was stop- 
ped; and on asking the patient what he 
felt, he immediately an-wered, “ there is 
no more painful beating.” Bat Mr. Shaw, 
keeping his hand on the tumoar, felt the 
pulsation return in a few seconds ; and so 
distinct was the pulsation, that he men- 
tioned it to Mr. Bell, who, after putting 
his hand upon the tamour, and observing 
that the ligature was moved by the re- 
gular pulsation of che tumour, replied, 
“ Well, be it what it may, I shall do no 
more ; we have done all we ought to do.” 
The edges of the wound were brought 
together, “ &c."’ In five or six days the 
patient died. 

Dissection.— The sartorius muscle, from 
end to end, was affected with infamma- 
tion, of an erysipelatous character, which 
had spread along the whole course of its 
sheath; the muscle iiself was swollen 
and tumid, with serous effusion. 

Just below the part where the pro- 
funda was given off, the femoral artery 
was divided into two very nearly equal 
branches. These ran down parallel to 
each other, to the part where the artery 
passes through the tendon of the biceps 
muscle ; here they reunited. The li 
ture was found on the more su 
artery, a litte above the reunion. 


It appears to us that Mv. Bell perform- 
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ed Operation, ius tie tefth ths he afd, thie ‘Midsedin, Yor ihe of render. 
without ng it more ge useful; and, w' 
lower down than usual, without any sa- they express in Belialf of 
tisfactory reason ; on the contrary, with | themselves, and of that large body of 
every reason against it, and that if lie | *¥*acous for whom they lave been de- 
puted te act, their sincere thanks for 
will reffect little he mast oid their past exertions, they take the 
of his error, If he was unable to stop/of respectfully re at 
re. | conceive to be bel wanting, in order 


he palsetion we by to this national collection the highest 


the part Aw thigh egree of abile utility, ‘te ‘its 
‘is usually tied, lie should either Nave pér- | management ‘a plan hberatity 
“Or tower down, or have difopted Dinpily- 

tren’s plan, and tied the artery at the tn 
YPostertor part of whe ‘thigh, evtting in the winter a 
down upon it, between the inner edges of vis, wears ta the summer ‘months; 
semime: nosus, duri honrs, that free ad, 
mission to the Members of 
the adductor magnus, thas recching u College; to the Fellows, Licenti- 
vessel just hefore it passes through the/ates and Members of all other Col- 


le, and Universities; to the Medical 
tendon of the triceps. A deep incision is Officers of the Army and Navy ; to those 


“Fequired, and it must be confessed that | legally authorised to act as Apothecaries, 
other rsons shou 
Calevlated to harrow up Mr. admitted on letter of ‘in. 
_“ anxious feelings ;” indeed we hear, from wetnetion o a Member of the College, 
Lorrespond Dupny-|° from a Fellow or Licentiate of the 
tren himself lately hesitated to perform) 17° pst all persons who Visit the 
although Le so strongly recommended | Museum, should be wader 
' pupils || proper lations consistent with the 
oars || safety of the collection, to take notes of, 
aye '|and make dzawings from, any of tlie pre- 
parations, and to make copies of any 
drawings. 


‘At the, 13th Meeting of the Committee | Museum, should be formed, arranged, and 
of Members of the Royal College of | printed as soon as possible. 
oSurgeons in London, .held at the’ The Committee beg leave to state, in 
Eregmasons’ Tayern, op Friday, July |conclusion, that, from their own know- 
7th, James Warpnop, Esq., in the, ledge of the Muséum, as we!! as from the 
Chair, opinion of others who are conversant 
igh the Hunterian, collection, par-| 
. prepared in less than twelve 
raged by Parliament, was delivered te | onthe: b 
f A m 3 but they will not preseme to 
ving dictate to the T-ustees the time which 
should be allowed for the accomplishment 


~ Tt ‘was unantmously Resolved ; of so desirable an object. 


~ 


That, a copy of the above resolutions 
tog rat the Curators of {he Masenm, not and proceedings, signed by the Chair- 
oflioming it to be open during the hours /man, be transmitted to the Lords’ atid 
in the grant, and not having Gentlemen, Trustees of the Huuterian 
-prepared a cataloghe descriptive of its| Museum. 
contents, have not fulfilled the objects 
for ubich they Were appointed. _ James Warprop, Chairmen. 
That this Committee regard with great 
satisfaction the regulations which have 
-lately been enforced by the Trustees of 
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AFFECTION OF THE TESTICLES. 
HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


Ave.4, 1896. 


(From aur Correspondent.) 

The neighbourhood of the Ecole de 
Medicine begins to look dull; the stu- 
dents are leaving town for their domiciles 
a la Campagne, and it is expected that 
the Ecole itself will be closed on the 
fifteenth. Dupvyrren and Rouxare now, 
as heretofore, the rival candidates for 
surgical popularity ; as might be expec- 
ted, they hate each other most sincerely. 
Duruwwren made a bungling business 
of a stone operation a few days ago. After 
baving divided the neck of the bladder 
and prostate with his new double-bladed 
bistouri caché, he failed in his attempts 
‘toentract the.calculus. A jarge aneurism 
‘in the middle of the thigh came under hix 
care lately, he was afraid to tie the artery 
above, and could not easily get at it.be- 
low the tumour ; time passed on ; he still 
hesitated ; some friend of Roux's advised 
‘the patient to go to the Charité, when 
Roux performed the operation according 
to the plan of Scarpa. He cut into the 
tamour, and so divided the vessels leading 
to the, sac; the man is doing very well, 
and Dapuytren is very sulky, quarrelling 
with all the eléves, and swearing at Roux. 
Sin Evenarp. Home traversed the Hotel 
Dieu a short time since with Dupuytren, 
,who always took care to keep to wind- 
-ward ofthe rosy knight, not king to 
come within the reach of the odour of the 
eau de vie, with which fluid he had re- 
-gently lubrigated his fauces. Baron 
‘Larasy will visit the three Britannic 
Capitals this autumn, so that a few of the 
-Ganis will escape gelding and branding 
for a time. We hope the veteran will 
.be well received. Lagnnec is better, and 
is expected back from Britany next week. 
Aasrranc, as usual, is flourishing his snuff 
-and scalpel at the Piié, proclaiming 
himself the ** Roi de prosecteurs,” and 
ihe “ prosecteur du Roi.” 


HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, 
Panton Square, St. James's. 


4d, Gardner, mt. 48, a mechanic. 
testicles are much swollen, of a ny i- 
dal shape, with a hard and smooth sur- 
face. On the anterior and middle 
of the scrotum, there are three small fis- 
tulous openings, from which openings 
discharged a transparent, glairy fluid, re- 
sembling semen; a probe can 
introduced into one to the extent ar a 
inch, but does not reach the i 
There is no pain prodaced by pressure, 
and he suffers inconvenience merely from 
the discharge and size of the testicles. 
Complains also of pain,in he right knee 
avd ancle, both of which are Somewhat 
swelled and exceedingly paintol on th 
slightest pressnre. Suffers most pain dut- 
ing night, aud rarely sleeps more than 
at hour or two. Bowels open ; tongue 
white ; pulse feeble. Has no difficulty in 
making water, and it comes in a copious 
stream. 

States, that two Bieta ago, after an 
exertion fo raise a heavy weight, he felt 
pain in both testicles, which was gra- 
followed by swelling. About’ a 
fortmght atter he applied to a surgeon, 
who punctured thé swelling on the left 
side, and drew off about half a pint of 
a yellowish fluid. In a month the fluid 
had collected to its former quantity — 
Both sides of the scrotum were now tap- 
ped, and Port wine and water injected 
into the cavity of the vaginal coat. From 
the operation he suffered very little pain, 
but there was a good deal of bleeding 
after the fluid was evacuated ; both tes- 
ticles could then be felt of their natura’ 
size ; however, they soon became paintul, 
and began to swell and harden. The first 
fistulous opening in the scrotam appeared 
about a month atter the last tapping, and 
the two others in succession in the course 
of a fortnight. From his account they 
were in consequence of three small ab- 
scesses, which tormed successively on the 
scrotum; and he says they are in no way 
connected with the punctures made by 
the trocar, avd that their situation is not 
the same. ‘Six montis ago he had, 
the first time, an attack of gout in his 


[right knee, whieh occasionally shifted to 


his ancle, and has since afflicted the two 
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toints alternately. Has been in bad health 

for the last two years, and has used a 

variety of medicine. 

Since he came House 
taken a pill eve t, com- 

posed of 


Pil. 

-but seemingly without the least effect. 
Has also taken for two nights two grains 
of opium, from which he finds some reliet. 
Continues to suffer excruciating pain in 
his knee and ancle joints. Bowels open ; 
yulse small, but not altogether compres- 
sible. To be bied to 3x. and a pla-ter 
of belladouna and soap to be applied 
over the joints. 

4th dav. The blood taken away pre- 
sented the buffy coat; feels no relief 
bleeding. 

Pulv. opii; 
Sete. 
Pulv. antimon. 4. ii. 
to be taken every wight. seer ey 

Gt day. Took the pill last night, and 
althongh he slept little he paxsed the 
night free from pain ; feels himself rather 
better this morning. Continne the pill. 

7th day. Passed another berter night. 
Bowels open; tongue clean. Continue. 

Sth day. Slept pretty well, and per- 
spired a good deal, which relieved him 
much. Continue. 

10th day. Continnes to receive relief 
from the pills. The testicles are very 
much diminished, and the fistulous open- 
ings have healed up. To return home, 
and attend occasionally as an out-patient, 
with directions to continue the pill. 

A fortnight after this he presented him- 
self at the Hoxpital, having perfectly re- 
covered his health, and the swelling o! 
the testicles having nearly subsided ; he 
had taken the pill every night. 

Ordered to discontinue 


FISTULA LACHRYMALIS. 


A woman, 50 years of age, applied in 
consequence of a considerable swelling 
of the lachrymal sac of the left eye, and 
a constant tlow of tears over the cheek, 
particularly when she was exposed 
te coid winds. The contents of the sac 
could not by pressure be evacnated inte 
the no-e; the integuments were sound. 

Mr. Wardrop punctured the sac with 
a common lancet, and a cupious discharge 
of tears, mixed with a puriferm fluid, 
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style caused an anusual degree of 
irritation, so that in a few days it was 
withdrawn. The wound closet, and the 
swelling of the parietes of the lachrymal 
sac gradually diminished, so that she 
has now no inconvenience from the dis- 
order, exeept the occasional collection of 
a goutlett of tears, (perhaps three or four 
times a-day,) at the inver canthas. 
On accurately examiving the chann> 
whence the tears 
out a very minute da in 
the over the mid? of the 
sac, which, in trath; is a «sail opening 
leading directly into the sac, and through 
which any superabundant tears pass. 
Mr. W. has remarked the formation of 
a similar fistnlons opening in many cases, 
in some where an artificial opening has 
been made into the sac, and in 
wirre it seems to have been a natural 
process, and intended for the same pur- 
voss as Nature accomplishes when she 
*stablishes a fistala in the urethra behind 
a strictare, to admit of the flow of urine. 


SUCCESSFUL CASE OF ACUPUNCTURATION, 


J.T. wtat. 40, a carpenter, complained 
of constant pain in the gastrocnemi: mus- 
cles of the right leg, extending trom the 
knee to the foot. The pain was increased 
towards evening, avd on taking exercise, 
trequently accompanied by slight involun- 
tary contractions of the muscles. The in- 
legunents were of their natural appear- 
ance, with the exception ef a smali cica- 
trix on the back part of the calf. Feit 
much inconvenience in walking; general 
health good. 

Stated, that about two years ago, while 
cleaning a window, he fell down and hit 
his leg against a board, a splinter of 
which penetrated the calf of his leg to the 
depth of halt an inch. The piece of wood 
was taken out, and most acute pain fol- 
lowed, which, however, went off in a few 
days. Eighteen months after the acci- 
dent, the pain in the leg returned, and 
continued tor several month-, notwith- 
standing the frequent application of 
leeches, and severe and repeated blister- 
ing. Thea ion needle was intro- 
tuced into the st ostance of the gastroe- 
wemii mascles, to the extent of an inch 
and a half at two different places, and 
al owed to remain for a tew minutes ; im- 
mediately after the application he teit 


relief, and he remained nearly tree from 
pain for eight days, when, after along 


took place. He then introduced a very| «alk, the ; ain returned; the acapune- 


small probe down throngh the nasal duct, ' turation was again pert 


ormed with com- 


which he found very much contracted ° plete and permavent relief. 


its calibre. A amall style was then left 
the duct in place of the probe. The 


hed 
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DISEASE OF THE BLADDER. 83. 


tient applied for admission at Gay's Hos- 
pital, because it was impossible for hiw 
to maintain that strict observance of rules 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. at home necessary in his case. 
The symptoms under which he laboured 


when admitted were,—a frequent and ir- 
DISEASE OF THE BLADDER. resistible desire to expel his urine, and 


he can retain but a bags 4 small quan- 
H. Mesnard, wtat. 42, a man ot spare/tity, for, on an average, he empties his 


habit and dark complexion, was admitted | bladder about once an hour, and gene- 


ES? 


into the Hospital on 26th of April, under | rally makes about a wine glassful of urine 


‘the care of Mr. Key, on account of in- 


at each time. During the time of voiding 


ability to retain his urine. He gave the |his urine, he feels a severe lancinating 
following circumstantial account of the | pain along the whole course of the ure- 


n and progress of his disease :— 


thra, and a bearing-down sensation in the 


bout two ‘years and a half ago he had | perinenm ; at the same time he has dart- 
typhus fever, ander which he labonred|ing pain abont the anus, accompanied 
six weeks ; when he was becoming con-| with tenesmus. The pain goes off gra- 
valescent from this attack, he found great| dually; he is waked from his sleep by 
a difficulty in passing his uriue.|the desire to void urine, which being so 
symptoms increasing, he consulted | frequent, his repose is of course much 

Mr. Bacot; it was the opinion of this|interrupted. The urine c-ntains a small 
gentleman that there was a calculus in| quantity of mucus, it is light-coloured, and 
the bladder,althongh by repeatedly sound- | has no peculiar smell ; the prostrate gland 
ing the’man he was not able to detect it.|is slightly enlarged. The urine is never 


He remained under the care of Mr. Bacot 


bloody, except after the operation of 


for upwards of nine months ; and during | sounding; the bowels are regular, and 
this period recourse was had to various the general health is tolerably good. 


medicines, none of which, however, were 
productive of benefit. The patient next 


The patient was admitted, as we have 
already stated, on the 26th of April, and 


ied to Mr. Copeland, who was also of he remained in the Hospital from that 


opinion that the symptoms were referri- 
ble to calculus in the bladder, but he 
failed in finding it with the sound. After 


period until the 13th of May, without any 
plan of treatment being pursued !! * 
13. Ordered to rub the tartar emetic 


a short time had elapsed, Mr. Jeffreys’ | ointment over the loins. 


opinion was taken on the nature of the 
case ; it was similar to that of the two 
former gentlemen who had been con- 


16. The plan of treatment proposed 
in this case, a few days since, by Mr. 
Key, was that the patient should wear 


sulted. Having sounded the patient eight; an elastic gum catheter, thruugh which 
or nine times, and not finding a calculus, | the urine should be constantly allowed to 


Mr. Jeffreys requested the man would | 
goto St. George's Hospital, and here he 


flow, so as to keep the bladder empty, 
and thus prevent the urine from 


was examined by Brodie, Keate, and by | ducing that irritation which pest 80 
Jeffreys again, but with like ill success. (remarkable a symptom in the patient's 
Here then we have the decided opinion ‘disease. This, however, was found to be 


of five West-End Surgeons, that a patient 


impracticable, for although a catheter 


had calculus in the biadder, although not| was made precisely of the same length 
one of the said wiseacres could detect its| with the urethra, so that its point might 


presence with the sound, 
The poor man’s sufferi 


not rest in the bladder, still the instru- 
were unre-|ment produced so much irritation about 


lieved, and having met with no benefit! the neck of the bladder that it could not 
from the medical advice which he had | be worn, 


already sought, he remained for a long 
time without taking medicine. About 
eight months ago he applied to Mr. 
Wakley, who, after sounding him in the 
most careful manner in varions posi- 


Extract of opium, one scruple ; 
Watr, three ounces. Mix. 
Mr. Key directed this solution to be 


injected into the bladder every morning, 


tions «f the body, was convinced that through an elastic gum catheter. 


22. Continues much the same. Mr. 


there was no calculus in the bladder, and Key prescribed, on the 10th, © 


that the symptoms were referrible to and 
depended upon disease of the bladder it- 
self; he prescribed the infusion of bucha, : 
which the patient took for some time, and 


tion, however, of Mr. Wakley, the pa- 


* Surely the surgeons of this Hospital 
it afforded great relief. At the sugges-|must suppose there is some magic in- 


fluence in hospital air and diet. 
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ot spirit of nitric ether, to be taken every 
six hours. He says, that duving the time 
he took this medicine (two days) the pain 
was incre j, dinect- 
tak 


Solution of potash, thirty rope; 


of 
Castor oil, three drachms 
20. The patient expresses himself 
lieved ; he says, that he does not so fre- 


J. B., wtat. 22, of delicate q 
was admitted May 3, under oe care of 
Mr. Morgan, on account of disease of the 
bladder. 4 

He stated that he was attacked nearly 
three years ago, with violent pain in the 
loins, attended with and these 
symptoms continued for many months, 
He was informed his medical .attgnd- 
ants, that the pain which he ex pes 
was occasioned by the passage of 


quently wake during the ni for the’ 
of emptying his. as for- 
meriy, 

July 8. Somewhat improved; he can 
retain his urine in larger quantities, but 
he stili suffers the most excruciating pain 
when voiding it. He was visited by Mr. 
Wakley on Monday (3d), and at his sug- 
gestion the patient, since that time, has 
endeavoured to retain the catheter, but 
the was at length compelled again to aban- 
don its use. Mr. Key ordered the dranght 
— castor oil o— potash to be omitted, 

bicarbonate of potash, two scruples, tv 
‘be taken three times.a day. Continue 
‘the opiate injection. 

32, Much the same. Ondered to in- 
ject an ounce of olive oil into the blad- 
der, night and morning. 

446. Complains of much pain from the 
use of she oil, and the desire of voiding 
the arine is somewhat increased in _fre- 
gqreney. Omit the injection of oil,.and 
again use the solution of apium. 

22. The improvement in this case is 
very. trifling ; some relief appeared to be 
at first afforded from the exhibition of 
castor oil and potash, but it was ouly 
temporary, and the symptoms.at the date 
of this Leport. are equally severe as at the 
time of .admission. He has had febrile 
symptoms during the last few days, which 
have been in some measure removed by 
Ahe exhibition of salives. 

26. The patient's general, bealth ap- 

to be stiffering; he complained to 
r..Key this.morning of much uneasiness 
from dyspepsia. Ordered to omit all the 
former medicines, and to take. a dose of 
the nitric acid julep three times a day. 

July 8. Much the same; finding that 
his general health is affected, he wishes 
to leave the Hospital. 

Shortly atter the date of the last report 
the patientwas dismissed. 


SECOMD.CASE OF DISEASE OF THE 
, BLADDER. 
The symptoms in this case differed some- 
what from the preceding; they were, 
asrwill be seen from the report. 
equally intractable, and alike sesisied the 


through the useters from the kidney. 
A calculus of the size of a pea was voided 
with the urine soon after the attack of 
pain in the loins, 
‘a second was passed ; since this he 
has not ihad pain in the, loins, 

Present symptoms.—He has -no -power 
of retaining his urine, it -dribbles 
in small quantities. Ht is -very 
when first passed, but a stand 
it d a large quantity of muens. 
He pall and irritation 
about the neck of the bladder, and oc- 

a few weeks ago ‘by Sir As ‘ooper, 
Mout no calculus could ‘be detected. 
: Ordered to take, three times a-day, 

Subcarbonate of soda, & a drachm ; 

Mint julep, 14 ounce ; . 

Tincture of henbane,20 minis, Mix. 

Compound soda powder , (p< .)5 grams; 

‘Extract of colocynth ,& grains; 
tovbe taken at bed time ; 

A large blister tobe eppliad deans. 

May'10. Much:the -same ; eontinne the 
former medicines. A suppository of 
opium to be introdoced the rectum 
twice a-day. 

25. Bowels much disturbed ; ‘he now 
takes the chalk mixture, with opium. ‘Tle 
symptoms of the-disease of the bladder 
continne unrelieved. 

31. ‘He now takes the mixteve of soda 
with mint jnlep, and:S grains ef* Dover's 
powder at bed time. The-sympteas-are 
not at all relieved. 


Morgan on visiting the patient,.to- 
day, remarked that he had seen case of 
disease of the bladder, somewhat ana- 
logous to.the present, and in which warm 
water was injected into the bladder. An 
attack of,inflammation supervened, which 
weil nigh cost,the patient his life, bat the 
original disease was thereby cured. 

he patient continued in fhe: hospital 
matil the 14th of June, when he was dis- 
missed at his own request. 

He continued to take the soda, with 
an occasional dose of castor oil; but when 
he lest the hospital no benefit had been 
obtaiued. 


means employed for their removal. 
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CANCBROWS DISEASE OF TRAE NECK. 


ay (July 25 r, Bra 
of about three ‘of ‘ave. Tie 
patient had been suffering ander the Wis- 
ease for tworyedrs. Dt will be retitem-j| 
beredl that in ubservations ‘on the; 
last operation of lithdtomy-performed by 
Mr. B, Cooper, we stated that great diffi- 
‘cnlty Was experienced in ‘passing the; 
_ taff.. In the present case, how- 
pasegd mach facility 
mill we have ‘* a crow to plick’’ with the ' 
and however unpalatable the 
ferm_ awkwardness (which we used in 
our former report) may be, we do not 
iesitate to apply the same term to the 
ie Staff, w ve alrea id, well! 
the” 
made with due and the knife: 
wally Well’passed into the bladder. 
Shore pair of forceps were now introduced 
a the pacposeof extracting tlie stone, but 

Was found ‘that it lay a cousiderable way 
back, and in additition to this, the child 
had what is termed “* a deep perineum,” 
‘so ‘the "stort Of foréeps “em- 

yell -this Weeation, Were passed 
through tre ‘wound to a cousiderable dis - 
tance beyond their joint, before the stone 
could he tonched. On attempting to 
open them, therefore, it was. found im- 
practicable, because they were locked, as 

is termed; in the wound. They were 
withdrawn again and again, andthe same 
result ensued; the obvious remedy for 
this inconvenieace was the use of longer 
forceps, but Mr. Cooper preferred poking 
about the bladder for nearly fifteen 
minutes, when the stone might have been 
‘réthovéd In‘as mahy seconds, 

We ‘afe’ gtatified in beltig ehabled to 
state, that the child has been free from 
‘any unfavourable symptom since the 
has leftthe hospital quite 
well. 


‘The followieg cases were admitted 
_ into the Hospital by Mr. Morgan, on Wed- 
nesday, June :— 


; clironic disease 


he ‘external incisions were 


Ai 


‘CANCEROUs DISEASE OF THE NECK. 

TWe subject of this dreadful maludy 
a palfid anhealthy fovkiirg man, abort 86 
Years Of ‘age; ‘his employment has Veen 
thetofa dary. 

The divedse ts Of eight years standing ; 
its destructive ravages have gone to a 
most appalling extent. There is an ulcer, 
bearing all the characteristics of cance- 
‘ros , which extends Vackwards 
from ‘the anterior edgeof thre 
ter wilisele, ‘to about ‘ah ‘inch the 
misstoid process, and from the To 
a considerate distance ‘down ‘the teck. 
The'pinna, or lobe ot tlie ear, Is dewtroy- 
@d,. anid ‘a portion of the 
its under part; there is vestige! fet 
‘of tle parotid ghind. The surface of the 
rfegutar, anll it'has broad, raived, 
‘and ‘flesliy edges ; it Uischarges ‘thin 
fluid, emits a most éffensive ‘teeter, and 
occasionally ‘Bleeds. ‘It ‘first made ‘its 
appedrance’as stnall wart on the side of 
the neck, just below fle ear; this was 
chafed ‘and Wecame ‘svite, and from that 
tithe ‘it ‘gradually exténmded. He doés 
not expérienée so Intich’ pain as fornierly ; 
the: is of a lancinating “kind. 

The right cheek appears swolten, ‘bat 
it ts ~ pendutons, the 
on ‘this ‘side “being totally ‘deprived of 
power; ‘whilét ‘the ‘antagonist muscles, 
drawing the mouth to the opposite'side, 
give 'to face Most unsightly “and 
distortéd appearance. 

This’ case’affords ‘an exceedingly good 
illustration ‘of the doetrine which has 
lately been advanced ‘with respect to the 
function’ of’the portio dura, namety, that 
it is'tlie "museular or motor nerve of the 
face, ‘and that the sensibility of this part 
is devived from other nervous sourees. 

With ‘the patient ander consideration, 
the portio dura of the right side and its 
varidus rainifications, have been ‘com- 
pletely destroyed in the progress of the 
dis@ase ; the power of motion is,'as we 


}before’ Observed, entirely gone, yet’ the 


sensibility of the cheek remains tnim- 
paited. The orbiewlaris palpebraram, 
and ‘the corragator supercilii, appear 
to be completely paralysed ; he cannot 
close lis ‘eye, ner knit his brows on the 


‘of the ktie’ joilit ;“Cancerous disease of 
‘The ; “Opacity Of the cornea, with 
ties ; strmnods ophthalmia ; hy- 
‘drovelé ulcer of the leg ; fistula in ano. 

of the knee joint ; 
“OF elbow. joint; ulcer of the 
Teg ; isedse' of the Womb ; dysphagia. 


‘The wnly two we shall no- 
“tke ow'the prevent tive the fol- 


right side. “Thete is also another curions 
and interesting fact’ to ‘be oliserved with 
respect to the motion of the eye ow the 
right side. been #aid that on all 
Occasions at the instant the eye-lids are 
closed, the eye-ball makes a rapid move- 
Went, Which raises’ the corfiea ‘under the 
apper eye-Tid; and varions ingenions rea- 
sOfs hate’ heen assigned for this motion 
of the “Without into 


lowing :— 
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remark, that 
the patient 
— to close the eye, the ball is 
the transparent cornea ; 
is observable whee be 
with the eye-lids of the ieft side. 


CASE OF DYSPHAGIA, 


It may appear somewhat unscientific to 
apply so sweeping and general a term as 
dy » (which is only a symptom ot 

) to any case; but it 
will be seen, on the perusal of ‘the fol- 
lowing, that the cause on which the 
difficulty of degiutition depended, was 
not ascertained. 

The patient, a delicate girl from 
the country, about 18 years of age, was 
admitted under the care of Mr. Morgan, 
on account of difficulty in degtutition, 
which was supposed at the time to arise 
from a stricture of the esophagus. She 
stated that during the iod of four 
mouths she laboured under a most dis- 
tressing difficulty of respiration, and that 
it was attended with wheezing and copi- 
ous expectoraticn. These symptoms sud- 
denly lett her about nine weeks before she 
came to London, and a difficulty of de- 
glutition immediately ensued, from which 
a this distressing symptom has con- 


ned, 

She could not swallow rolids, and only 
the smallest quantity of flaid, with rel 
greatest difficuity ; the latier™ frequently | of 
producing sc much pain, irritation, and 
distress, as to occasion its rejection. The 
cone girl complained bitterly of hunger ; 

she took occasionally a small quantity of 
egg beaten up with wine, a little milk and 
arrow root. The body was greatly ema- 
ciated, she was indeed “ worn to the 
bone ;” the pulse was quick, and exceed- 
ingly ‘feeble, and she had trequent cough, 
with puralent expectoration. 

A few days alter admission, we saw her, 
with Mr. Cal away; a probang was now 
passed down the w@sophagus, but no = 
struction could be detected along the 
course of the tube; stil the difficulty of 
degiutition continued. 

The case, therefore, now became in- 
volved in much obscurity ; the sndden man- 
ner in which the disease was said to have 
come on, had betore been remarked npon 
by Mr, Callaway, as a curious teature in 
the complaint, supposing it to be stricture 
of the esophagus. 

The following plan of treatment was 
directed, but the girl was not able 
to swallow the icine ; she remained in 


passed 
the Hospital three weeks, during | culty, aud the urine 
alleviation of | was bloody. 


which time there was no 


symptoms, in fact she became daily mor 
debilitated : 


Griffiths’ muxture, | ounce, to be taken 
three times a day. : 


A fourth part of this to be taken every 
six hours, 

We did not examine the chest witli the 
stethoscope, but there could be little 
doubt from the of the expec- 
toration, that the lungs were ee 
from tubercalar disease. Dr. Byrne 
visited the patient when in the THocpital, 
suggested that there was probably some 
of the bronchial glands, 


ered ing on the esophagus, oc- 
ysp 


spha la. 
Upon what pried five grains of blue 
pill was preseri to be taken every 
four hours, we aus ourselves at a loss 


to pure surgical 


Mr. Bransby Cooper admitted the 
tern cases on Weudesday, July Sng 


Males—Inflammation of the testicle; 
abscess in perineo; irritable bladder; 
suppurating glandular tumour in the 
axilla; two cases of lupus; retention ot 
urine ; disease of the penis; ulcer of the 
legit papular eruptions ; chronic disease 

knee joint ; stricture, with fistula 
in 

Females —Hemorrhoids; ulcer of the 
leg ; tumour on the side of the neck ; cav- 
cer of the mamma, 


The only case from amongst these 
which we shall notice at present is the 
following : 


CASE OF RETENTION OF URINE, WITH 
DISEASE OF THE PROSTATE, AND H&- 
MORRHAGE INTO THE BLADDER. 


T. H., admitted on Wednesday July 1 

is a man about 68 Be of age, and 
tolerable good hea He states that he 
was attecked early on Monday morning 
when in bed, with great pain io the pubic 
region, and wgent desire’ to his 
urine, but found himself totally unable to 
do so. He immediately sent for a sur- 
geon, who did not arrive, however, before 
noon; a catheter was then introduced 
without much difficulty, and a large qvan- 
tity of urine was drawn off. On the fol- 
ewing day, Tuesday, he was visited by 
his surgeon, and the catheter was 

» Hot, however, without much 

which came away 


S 


RETENTION OF URINE. 

Blue pill, i 

Simple syrup; mucilage ; of each hal 

| 
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OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY. 


When admitted on Wednesday, he com- 

of much pain and uneasiness 

about the bladder; this viseus appeared to 

be distended, and there was much pain 

felt on making pressure. The patient's 

countenance was anxious, his pulse feeble 
and irregular. 

A catheter was passed into the blad- 
der, without any obstruction being offered, 
except at the prostate ; this gland was 
foond on examination, per rectum, to be 
very much enlarged. Ouly a small quan- 
tity of urine, tinged with blood, was drawn 

;aud the canala of the catheter was 
much obstructed by clots of blood. In 
the evening the dresser again passed a 
catheter, wita a similar result asin the 
morning. 

13. The symptoms continue uurelieved. 
Mr. Cooper on visiting the patient this 
morning, remarked that he feared hamor- 
thage was going on in the biadder ; for 
on introducing the catheter, and moving 
it about the bladder, it gave to the hand 
the sensation of stirring amongst coagu- 
lated hlood. The bladder too was obvi- 
ously distended. With a view of allaying 
the extreme pain and uneasiness which 
existed, Mr. Cooper directed the patient 
tobe put into warm bath, and purgative 
medicines to be exhibited 

14. The patient has had some alleviation 
of pain since the use of the warm bath. 
Mr. Cooper passed a catheter this morn- 
ing, and drew off a considerable quantity 
of bloody urine. It appeared that the 
urine flowing into the bladder bad broken 
down or dissolved the coagulated blood. 
Mr. Cooper had determined, it this had 
not taken place, to inject the bladder with 
tepid water, and then to withdraw the 
flaid by means of a syringe. The follow- 
ing mixture was prescribed : 

Infusion of digitalis, 3 ounces, 

Curbonate of soda, 14 drachm, 

Tincture of squill, | drachm, 

Peppermint water, 3 ounces.—Mix. 

A wine glassful to be taken twice a day. 


15. Complaining of great pain and 
Irritation about the prostate, and there 
is great tenderness on making pressure 
over the bladder, The catheter is now 
passed night and morning, and urine, 
mixed with clots of blood, drawn off; it 
has also a highly offensive smell. Twelve 
leeches were ordered to be applied over 
the pubic regien, with the use of warm 


pain about the neck of the bladder, with 
teneamas, produce so much irritation, 
that the patient can obtain no repose. 
The catheter is still introduced night and 
morning, and bloody urine drawn away. 
He continues to take the medicine. 

21. We find him this morning straining. 
violently, and thus paxsing a small quan- 
tity of dark-coloured and highly offensive 
urine. The distressing symptoms no- 
ticed in our last report continue unabated. 

24. The poor man is evidently mach 
worse to day; he complains of violent 
and constant pain across the pubic region; 
he has frequent and argent desire to 
pass his urine, which he accomplishes in 
small quantities, after violent straining. 
The tongue is brown and dry in the 
centre, red and moist at the tip and sides, 
the pulse is smali, quick and irregular, 
and he has had occasional hiceups siice 
yesterday afternoon. Mr. Key saw the 
patient to day, in the absence of Mr, 
Cooper, and directed a grain of opium to 
be given every four hours, and /ifteen 
drops of the solution of potash, twice a- 
day !! 

25. The countenance becoming more 
anxions, the tongue dry and brown, and 
the pulse small and irregular ; the hiccup 
also continues. The irritation and pain 
about the neck of the bladder not re- 
lieved, still frequently straining and pass- 
ing urine in smail quantities. 


Subcarbonate of ammonia, 5 grains; 
Opium, 1 grain. 
to be taken every six hours, 

26. He is evidently sinking; the pow- 
ers of life can no longer withstand the 
continued irritation to which the patient 
has been subjected since his attack. The 
pulse is very feeble, and hiccup more fre- 
quent. He lingered on, however, until 
the following duy, when he died, 

It is mach to be regretted that the 
friends removed the body immediately, 
pat thus prevented an examination being 
made. 


Operations. 

On Friday, (July 28,) Mr. Key per- 
formed the operation ~ lithotomy on a 
hoy, six years of age. There was nothing 
remarkable to be observed; except that 
the patient had proiapsus ani to a con- 
siderable extent, which occasioned some 
little impediment. The operation was 


omentations. 

16. Much the same; ordered the 
warm bath, and two grains of calomel,! 
with a grain of opium, to be taken after-! 
wards. 
18. The symptoms continue very dis! 
tressing ; a seuse of burning heat and, 


completed with Mr. Key's 

a 
Ou Friday, Aug. 4 r. B. 

amputated a leg, above the knee. 
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ose REMOVAL GP 4 PUMOUR FROM THE ORBIT. 


ST. THQMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


Mr. Travers admitted the following 
cases into the Hospital on Thursday, 
July 18th. 


Males—Uicer of the leg ; ulcer of the 
arm ; scrofulous abscess of the neck; tn- 
monr at each end of the right clavicle ; 
chronic disease of the knee joint; super- 
ficial uleer of the breast; abscess of the 
testicle; hydrocele (2). 

‘emales—Chronic enlargement of the 
kuee joint ; tamour on the tibia from ex- 
travasation of bleod ; inflammatian of the 
fascia of ihe arm; venereal phagadenic¢ 
ulceration, 

INFLAMMATION OF THE FASCIA OF THB 
ARM, FOLLOWING A SMALL PUNCTURED 
WOUND. 

The suhject of this affection isa healthy 
locking girl, about 17 years of age. She 
states, that about ten days ago she fell 
down, and the point of a pair of scissora 
stuck in her fore-arm. The wound was 
very slight, and it healed in the course of 
a day or two; shortly after, however, 
she began to experience violent pain in 
the arm ; it swelled and became inflamed ; 
at the same time she laboured under 
much febrile excitement. Leeches were 
applied to the arm, and spirituous lotions, 
with the exhibition of purgatives at the 
same time. 

Present Symptoms.—July 15. The arm 
is kept in a flexed position, and great 
pain is produced on attempting to extend 
it, which darts up to the axilla. There 
is no external redness of the fore-arm, 
but there isa slight blush along the inside 
of the upper; great pain is felt on mak- 
ing pressure at any part of the arm, but 
more especially over the biceps, which 
feels tense. 

There is a small scar in the middle of 
the fore-arm, about two inches below the 
bend of the elbow, which is the part at 
which the wound was inflicted with the 
scissors. There is not much constitutional 
disturbance ; the pulse is somewhat quick, 
and tongue slightly furred. The follow- 
ing measures were directed: Twelve 
leeches to be applied to the arm ; cloths 
to be kept wet with a lotion composed ef 

Solution of acetate of ammon. ¢ pint ; 

Spirit of wine, Lounce. Mix. 

Calomel, 3 grains ; 

Scammony, 8 grains ; 
to be taken directly, and a dose of house 
medicine on the following i 


17. Symptoms not relieved; repeat 


the application of leeches. 


pals’ ahen the fore-arn 


when pronation and supination are per- 
formed. There is little or no external 
redness, and no glandular enlargement in 
the axilla, or perceptible inflammation of 
the absorbents. The tenderness and ten- 
sion along the course of the biceps, is hot 
at all relieved ; pressare here occasioning 
pain, which extends towards the shoulder. 
She stil keeps the arm in the flexed po- 
sition. Mr. Travers, however, directed 
that it should be placed on a pillow in the 
extended position; fearing, as he ob- 
served, that the former position vl 
lead to a permanent contraction. : 
pulse continues quick, and the Pe is 
furred; the bowels are open, and the 
skin is moist. 

Tartar emetic, 1-Gth of a grain; 

Opium, 1-4th of a grain; 

Calomel, 1 grain; 
to he taken every six hours. 

Boiling water, half a pint ; 
to be used as a fomentatign to the arm. 

22. Some improvement has taken place 
in this case ; there is not so much pain on 
pressure, nar on using the arm. Ordered 
to continue the pills, and as the hanes 
are constipated, to take a colocynth pill 
every second night, and a dose of house 
physic on the following morning. The 
tomentation, by mistake of the nurse, has 
been used cold. 

24. The mouth is now mnch affected 
by the calomel ; she was therefore direct- 
ed to omit the pills. The symptoms 
of disease in the arm are almost entirely 
gone; the motions of the arm are per- 
formed with ease, and there is no tender- 
ness pressure. 

27. The mouth continues sore ; in other 
respects she is going on well. 

Aug. 5. From the date of the last re- 
port to the present time, she has conti- 
nued free from pain in the arm, and only 
remained in the Hospital in consequence 
of pain in the side, for which a blister 
was applied. Mr. Travers ascribes the 
benefit derived in this case to the exhi- 
bition of the calomel, and the consequent 
ptyalism. 

OPERATION OF REMOVING A TUMOUR 
FROM THE ORBIT. 

The particniars of this case and of an 
operation which was undertaken for the 
removal of the tumour, were given in & 
former number of Tue Lancer; we will, 
bowewer, recapitniate the leading facts, 
in onder to elucidate the nature of the 
second operation. 

The patient is a little girl, apd was ad- 
mitted.on 27th of April, om.agcount of a 
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LACERATED WOUND OF THE LEG. 


tamour in the right upper eye-lid, which 
was su large as completely to obstruct the 
vision of the eye. The disease was of 
three months standing. Under these 
circumstances, Mr. Green performed an 
operation for the removal of the tumour 
on the Oth of May. A transverse incision 
was mace through the integuments of the 
lid, and the tumour was then dissected 
out. With respect to the nature of the 
disease, there was a diversity of opinion ; 
some considering it as malignant, whilst 
others held a contrary opinion. The por- 
tions constituting the tumour (for it was 
removed piece-meal, not being encysted), 
had an appearance of fat, but on pressing 
them between the finger and thumb, they 
broke down readily, and mach resembied 
cerebral matter. 

The incision of the eye-lid speedily 
closed after the operation, and the contrac- 
tion produced in cicatrization occasioned 
ectiopion or contraction of the apper lid. 
The portion of tunica conjunctiva cover- 
ing the inside of the lid thus everted, be- 
came thickened in consequence of expo- 
sure, and a considerable swelling tormed. 
In addition to the eversion and consequent 
thickeving, in the course of a few weeks 
a swelling of the whole lid was apparent, 

the reproduction of a tumour be- 
neath. The disease went on rapidiy in- 
creasing antil July 13, when Mr. Green, 
with the concurrence of Mr. Travers, de- 
termined on a second operation. 

The first step in the operaticn was 
making a perpendicular section, com- 
pletely throngh the eye-lid, and then dis- 
secting away the thickened tunica con- 
junctiva. This being done, the tumour 
was exposed resting immediately on 
the ball of the eye, and passing far 
backwards into the orbit. As in the 
former operation, it was taken out piece- 
meal, and the process of removing it 
was exceedingly tedious; the tumour 

down between the muscles of 
the eye, and it was carefully dissected 
thence. The superior rectus and oblique 
muscles were laid bare in the operation. 
At length the whole of the tamour being 
removed, the edges of the incised eye-lid 
were bronght together by means of strips 
of adhesive plaster. 

The patient has gone on well since the 
operation; the wound of the lid has 
closed, and there does not appear to be 
at present any disposition to a recurrence 
of the disease. 

We had almost omitted to observe that 
the vision of the eye itself has been per- 
fect throughout; the obstruction to sight 
arose from the circumstance of the lid 
being se much swollen, as completely to 
cover the eye. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL, 


CASE OF COMPOUND FRACTURE, AND DE- 
PRESSION OF THE GS FRONTIS. 


Caroline Lamb, a little girl, six years 
of age, was brought to this Hospital on 
the afternoon of the 10th of June, having 
received severe i tothe head. The 
child fell out of a hay lett, a considerable 
distance from the ground, and pitched 
directly on her head. She was instantly 
picked up and brought to the Hospital. 

On examining into the nature of the 
accident, a small incised wound was ob- 
served to the right of the mesian line of 
the frontal bone, near to its junction with 
the pariete!. On passing the finger into 
the wonnd, a fracture of the frontal boue 
was detected, to the extent of about an 
inch, the bone being depressed about 
three lines. 

The child at this time appeared but 
little affected by the injury; the pulse 
was only slightly oppressed, the pupils 
were of the usual size, and obedient to 
light, and the breathing aninterrupted. 
She was put to bed, and a dose 
of calomel and rhubarb ordered to be 
given immediately ; the edges of the 
wound brought together by means of ad- 
hesive plaster. 

17. The sensorium not in the least af- 
fected ; the countenance is placid, and 
the chiid is in fact free from any unfavour- 
able symptom. 

19. The wonnd is healing kindly, there 
have been no symptoms of cerebral affec- 
tion. Pulse 80 ; tongue moist; the bowels - 
are kept in a lax state, by the occasional 
exhibition of an aperieot powder. 

23. Going on well. The appetite, which 
for the first few days was rather indiffe- 
rent, is now much improved. Bowels 
open; tongue moist; and pulse natural. 

25. The child for the last fe# days has 
been running about the ward, and ap- 


pears qui’e recovered. 


CASE OF LACERATED WOUND OF THE LEG, 


WITH A NEW REMEDY FOR ERYSIPELAS 


BY Jor BURNS! 
Thomas Daly, a lad about 18 years of age, 
was brought to the Hospital on the 16th 
of June, in consequence of having injured 
his leg, by falling from a scaffold. 

On examination, there was found to be 
a transverse lacerated wound on the fore 
part of the leg, immediately beneath the 
knee-joint. The wound was cleared of 
some, extraneous matter, which had got 
into it, and some simple dressing was ap- 
plied. An aperient was aduwinistered. 
The wound was going on favourably fo; 
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610 PUNCTURE OF THE RADIAL ARTERY. 


some time after the accident, when a 
slight erysipelatoas blush appeared round 
its edges. Fomentations were directed 
to be applied by Mr. Shaw, alias Junior 
Joe. A dose of saline mixture, with an 
timonial wine, to be taken every six hours. 
27. To-day the Senior Joe visited the 
patient, inconsultation with his colleague ; 
the erysipelatous inflammation had now 
extended up each side of the thigh, and 
the infla part was thickly studded with 
small vesicles. The fore-part of the thigh 
is free from redness. The pulse is 90, and 
full; tongue moist, with a brown streak 
in its centre ; bowels open twice yester- 


n What are you applying here?” asked 
the Senior Joe. ‘* Fomentations,” was 
the reply. ** Eh! eh! I have known a 
decoction of quince -seed used a good deal in 
erysipelas of this kind; aud 1 think that 
I should try it here, Mr. Shaw.” ** Well, 


ever contioued to bleed two or three times 
every day, until his admission to the 
Hospital, which was about six in the 
evenitg. Shortly afterwards, the hzu.or. 
rhage returned ; the house-surgeon was 
called, who sent for Ma. Wate, and about 
12 o'clock the same night, Mr. W. judged 
the case of sufficient necessity to cut 
down upon the radial artery, at the bend 
of the arm in front of the elbow, and tie 
the vessel above and below the opening, 
At the time the operation was pertormed, 
the fore-arm was very much swollen and 
discoloured, insomuch that even after the 
operation, Mr. Atcock took a drawing of 
the parts, considering the arm to present 
a fine specimen of the force of pressure 
in producing ecchymosis. 

Simple dressing was applied to the 
wound, and from the great tension of the 
parts a warm fomentation and a poultice 
were used. This is a practice to which 


ZT think (said Lithotomist Shaw) a muci-| we decidedly object, since the tension 
laginons application of that kind would could only be produced by the great irri- 
be just the thing, this hot weather ; and | tation of the parts, aided by the mecha- 
therefore, if you please, (turning to the | nical impediment placed to the return of 


dresser,) we will just order that.” 


the venous blood. The arm, however, 


A decoction of quince-seeds was there-| lias fortunately subsided somewhat, and 


fore ordered to be applied to the part. 
The case terminated favourably, and 
we understand that Mr. Shaw has it in 


the patient is going on well, He is taking 
some cooling aperient medicine. 
On the following morning, Saturday, 


contemplation to publish it in the Yel/ow | Mr. White apologized to the pupils for 
Journal, as illustrative of the beneficial having operated in their absence, which 


effects of a decoction of quince-seed in ery- | 
i however, require. Sir ANTHONY 


sipelas. 
On looking over the hospital. books, 


we find the following prescription by our: 
friend the Senior Joe, written two years , 


ago; the case, gangrenons inflammation 
of the thigh. Solution of subcarbonate of 
ammonia, 1 drachm ; decoction of quince- 
seed !! 4 ounces.—Mix, This was ordered 
to be smeared over the inflamed part with 
« feather!!! 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
PUNCTURE OF THE RADIAL ARTERY IN 
VENESECTION. 


On Friday the 4th instant, a man was 
admitted with a large pulsating tumour 
at the bend of the fore-arm, occasioned 
by a puncture of the radial artery, in an 
attempt at venesection. 

The patient is about 40 years of age, 
and applied to a druggist on the Snnilay 

receding his admission, tohe bled. The 
raseist bled him, and punctured the 
radial artery, but nothing intimidated, he 
placed a compress of lint on the incision, 
told the man to go his way, and that he 
would do very well. The patient, how- 


the necessitous nature of the case did pot, 


happened to be present, and Mr. Wuits, 
refering to the cause of the injary said, 
“ The case, Sir Anthony, was a serious 
‘one, although not the offspring of a mem- 
ber of that body of which you are one of 
‘the head and chief.” ** Oh, never mind 

that, replied the chirurgico-naturalist of 
Langham-place, send it ap to Tue Lay- 
‘cer, and they willsoon show to what class 
, the author of the mischief belongs.” In 
, Obedience to Sir A.’s hint, we have enly 
to say, that the phlebotomizer was 
fully aathorised to prick the veins, oreven 
jthe arteries, of his Majesty's sabjeets, 
‘for any thing Sir Anthony or bis col- 
_ leagues can say to the contrary. If the 
| public will go to ignorant men, Urey must 
| take the consequences. 


OPERATION. 

On Saturday last, the operation of 
lithotomy was performed by Ma. Wuire, 
ona boy of about eight years of age. The 
curved staff, common scalpel, and the 
bistouri caché of Frere Jacques, were the 
instruments employed. The operation 
was well performed, and the stone was 
of a moderate size. The stone was com- 


posed of the i £ 
phate, about the size of a wainnat, ‘ 
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